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E near Relation I hear to you, as 
11 your Miniſter, and the Perce Re 
> ſpect and Eſteem, I juſtly owe you, 

> in Return for the many Favours and 
ax Civilities received from you, dpring 
a Reſidence of ſome Years in your Pariſh, arg 
indiſpenſable Motives with me, to neglect ne 
Means or Opportunities in my Power, in order 
to the promoting either your temporal or. eternal 
Happineſs. And tho* the Circumſtances qf my 
Life, by the juſt Diſpenſations of Proyidence, 
are ſuch as to keep me abſent and remate from 
you for the greateſt Part of my Time, yet Lam 


o 


* 


am 
not without Hopes, that Kor the Occaſion hiqh 
now offers, I may be, in ſome, meaſure, uſeful to 
you even at this e and enabled to make 


ſome 
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ſome reaſonable Amends for the ſlender Perform- 
ance of the Duties of my Profeſſion among you, 
occafion*d by a legal Non-reſidence, and unavoid- 
able Separation. Extraordinary Diſeaſes require 
extraordinary Methods of Application; and I 
flatter myſelf, this unuſual Manner of addreſſing 
you, will be the leſs diſagreeable, as I have no 
other End in View, but your own immediate In- 
tereſt and Welfare. | 
Ir is not without the utmoſt Concern and Un- 
eaſineſs, that I have been ſo often inform'd, from 
Perſons of undoubted Credit and Reputation, of 
the impious Spirit of Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition, 
which has of late crept in among you, and which 
ſadly. threatens a total Ruin and Deſtruction 
of all Religion and Virtue, Nay, I have been, 
in ſome meaſure, myſelf an Eye-witneſs of this 
monſtrous Madneſs, and religious Frenzy, which, 
like a rapid Torrent, bears down every thing 
beautiful and uniform before it, and, inſtead of 
that Order and Decency of Worſhip, which the 
Scripture requires of Chriſtians, introduces no- 
thing but a confuſed and ridiculous Medley of 
Nonſenſe and Inconſiſtency. 3 
IA not ignorant indeed, that the Contagion 
at { 7 5e is pretty much confin'd to the Dregs 
and Refuſe of the People, the weak, unſteady 
Mob, always fond of Innovation, and never 
pleaſed but with Variety. But if we conſider the 
Numbers, which, in ſuch populous Places, com- 
poſe the Bodies of this Denomination ; we ſhall 
prog have Reaſon to fear, there may be more 
anger, than is generally apprehended. Reli- 
gious Madneſs is, by far, the moſt furious of all 
Frenzy; and a falſe, ill-grounded Zeal, like a 


ſudden, devouring Fire, lays every thing waſte 
about it; whilſt true Piety, like a genial Morn- 
ing Sun, diffuſes a gentle Warmth and Pleaſure, 
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and makes every thing gay and chearful around it. 
I ſuppoſe then, it will not be an unpardonable 
Piece of Preſumption, to endeavour.to put a Stop 
to the ſpreading of this malignant Diſtemper ; 
which is the more dangerous, as its Workings 
are pleaſing and agreeable to the Patient, and 
humour and delight his depraved Paſſions, to his 
Ruin. h | 
IS true, I am a little diffident of making 
much Impreſſion upon the Minds of thoſe among 
you, who are thoroughly infected and far gone in 
the Diſeaſe; as Ignorance is the Mother of Super- 
ſtition, and their weak Heads are kept continually 
warm, by the wicked Induſtry of the blind Guides 
that ſeduce them. But I hope, thoſe of cooler Ima» 
ginations, and ſuch as are but ſlightly tinctur'd, 
will ſubmit to hear and be reaſon'd with, and will 
form their Conduct according to the real Appear- 
ance and Truth of Things. WG, I v5 115, ee 
Wu I have to do then upon the preſent 
Occaſion, will be to make it appear, that the 
particular, diſtinguiſhing Doctrines and Princi- 
ples ſo induſtriouſly propagated, under the Natne 
of Methodiſm, amongſt you, are falſe and abſurd; 
and conſequently that the Preachers of ſuch 
Doctrines and Principles are not Miniſters of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, but falſe Teachers and Im- 
poſtors, and therefore to be abandon'd and de- 
ſerted by all, who have ary Regard to the Duties 
of their moſt holy Religion, and think it any 
way available to their Salvation, to have right 
Notions and Apprehenſions concerning that true 
and reaſonable Service, which all Chriſtians 'are 

obliged. to perform to their great Creator and 
Redeemer. 5 1712 7 Qt 
 WurEerTHER theſe modern Viſionaries, like the 
Quakers among us, are a Sect hatch'd and 
fathion'd in a Seminary of Jeſuits ; or whether, 


B 2 like 


E 
- 


Om male PG YR GI CARER 


4s ThilurosTuRE of 
like the German Anabapriſts, they are a Set of 
crazy diſtemper'd Fanatics, it is not my Buſineſs 
to determine, Certain it is, no particular Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, that ever appeared in the 
World, had fewer Marks of the genuine Reli- 
gion of the Goſpel, than this novel and ridiculous 
Enthuſiaſm : An Enthuſiaſm patch'd and made 
up of a thouſand Incoherencies and Abſurdities, 
pick d and collected together from the vileſt Errors, 
and moſt peſtilent Follies, of every Hereſy upon 
Earth! An Enthuſiaſm as whimfical as irrational, 
raſhly taken up, ſupported by Faction, and pro- 
gated by the moſt horrid Arts of Lying and 
2 ! 1 ſhould be very ſorry to lay any 
thinꝑ to the Charge of thoſe People, but what is 
the immediate Reſult of their Principles, or what 
is every Day obſerv'd in their Practice and Con- 
duct. A Review of ſome of their chief Doctrines, 
and a Survey of ſuch of their Actions as have re- 
lation to their particular Profeſſion, will, I am 
perſuaded, make it evident to all reaſonable Men, 
that I have not falſely nor uncharitably miſrepre- 
ſented them. | | 


6) T x firſt and chief Principle or Credendum 
which theſe Gentlemen inculcate amongſt their 
Followers, is, That They are divinely and ſuper- 


naturally infpired by the Holy Ghoſt, to declare the 


Will of God ta Mankind: A Pretence, which every 
Religious Impoſtor in the World has always laid 
Claim to; and where it is believ'd, cannot fail of 
anſwering the End de ſign'd by it. 

- WrAaTEVER comes from God, who cannot 
lye, or impoſe: upon any one, is therefore infal- 
Iibly true and indiſputable, and cannot, without 
the utmoſt Impiety and Profanation of the Di- 
vine Attributes, be contradicted or doubted of. 
Je is not therefore without the greateſt r 
: that 
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that all who have ſet up to propagate any new 
| Religion, have always endeavoured, with the ut- 
moſt Diligence and Induſtry, to make Mankind 
believe they are immediately delegated and com- 
miſſion'd from Heaven, and act by the particular 
Influence and Direction of the Supreme Author 
and Governor of all Things. And this Belief be- 
ing once eſtabliſn'd, the moſt ridiculous Abſur- 
dities, and moſt ſhocking Blaſphemies, ſhall be re- 
ceiv*d as inconteſtable Truths; Wickedneſſes and 
Impieties of every kind ſhall become lawful and 
innocent; and even the moſt flat and oppoſite 
Contradictions unite and accord, under the Seal 
and Sanction of Divine Authority. | 

Many are the unhappy Inſtances of this, in 
the Pagan World; where, from a full Perſuaſion, 
that their lying Oracles were the Voice of the 
Deity, the moſt unheard-of Cruelties were often 
the Teſt of a Man's Religion, and the moſt abſurd 
and profane Worſhip, an authentic Mark of De- 
votion and true Piety. 1 | 

Uros this Pretence, the firſt Hereliarchs un- 
der the Goſpel made too ſuccesful a Progreſs, 
in ſpreading abroad ſach vile and abommable 
Doctrines, as are a Reproach to the Dignity and 
Genius of our Religion, and derogatory to the 
Honour of our moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer. | | 2 

T nx lewd and ſanguinary Religion of Mabo- 
met pretended to the ſame Authority; and the 
greateſt Impoſtor, that ever appear'd in the 

World, ſhelter'd every thing that was dereſtable 
and impure, fooliſh and inconſiſtent, under the 
facred and venerable Name of Revelation. 

Ay if this be the Caſe, as moſt certainly it is, 
that whatever is believed to come from God, can. 
not fail of undoubred Credit, and ready Reception; 
we ought to be very careful, that we be _— 
RA ceive 
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_ ceived or impoſed upon, by any falſe pretended 
Claims of Inſpiration. The ſame God that ex- 
pects the molt abſolute and implicit Faith, in 
whatever is reveal'd by him, requires likewiſe 
that we ſhould thoroughly ſatisfy ourſelyes, that 
ſuch Revelation is really authentic, and actually 
comes from him. To believe every giddy, whim- 
fical Enthuſjaſt, that pretends to this ſacred Pri- 
vilege, is to proſtitute our Reaſon to Purpoſes 
quite contrary to the Ends for which it was given 
us, and to uſe leſs Precaution in Things of the 
utmoſt Importance, than in the moſt trifling and 
inſignificant, It is the higheſt Degree of Mad- 
neſs or Stupidity to imagine, that God ſhould re- 
quire the moſt abſolute Obedience and Submiſſion 
to his Will, and yet give us no Liberty to judge 
of the Authority of thoſe, by whoſe means it is 
pretended to be convey'd to us; but leave us in- 
diſcriminately to be diſtracted and carry*'d away 
by every vain and ſilly Caprice of warm Viſion- 
aries, or Men of Cunning and Intrigue. Surely, 
the great Lord and Governor of the Univerſe has 
a more juſt and impartial Regard to all his Crea- 
tures, than to bind certain and indiſpenſable 
Laws upon them, under the Penalty of incurring 
his infinite Diſpleaſure; and yet leave them 
no room to diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch as are 
really divine, and thoſe that are only of human 
Authority. The Truth of any reveal'd Religion 
does not depend upon our Belief of its Authentic- 
neſs: That will for ever be the ſame, let our 
Opinion, concerning it, be what it will. But it 
depends intirely upon the Proofs, which the Per- 
ſon conveying it to us is capable of giving, that 
he is really commiſſion'd by God for that Pur- 
ſe. : 
FM os Es and the Prophets, under the Old Law, 
and Cuxisr and his Apoſtles under the New, 1 
ave 
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have made but ſmall Progreſs in the Propagation 
of their reſpective Religions, had they not been 
enabled to convince thoſe to whom they were 
ſent, of the divine Authority of their Commiſ- 
ſions, and that they were really Teachers come from 
Gop. A giddy Mob, or a few fanatical Inno- 
vators, might have join'd in the Cavalcade, and 
given ſome Countenance, and falſe Shew of Cre- 
dit, to their novel Pretences, and unauthorized 
Diſcoveries. But all the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, 
Men of any Share of Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
would ſoon have detected the Deceit, and unfold- 
ed the horrible Deluſion. Nor could the Good- 
neſs of the Doctrines taught, nor the exemplary 
Piety of the Teachers, have availed any thing in 
Favour of their Deſigns ; tho* otherwiſe moſt 
eſſential Requiſites in a divine Revelation. A 
Shew of Sanity, and Severity of Manners, have 
ever been the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtics of the 
moſt execrable Impoſtors; and whatever their 
private Views were, in taking their reſpective 
Miniſtries upon them, their Pretences were al- 
ways the Honour of God, and Good of Man- 
kind; and their Doctrines ſuch as not to appear 
unworthy of the Solemnity, with which they were 
promulg'd. But the want of other Marks and 
Credentials would not permit the groſs Hypocriſy 
to remain long undiſcover'd, or authorize the 
Reveries of intriguing wicked Men, with the 
Stamp and Signature of Divinity. 

FROM what has been ſaid then, it undeniably 
follows, that whoever pretends to a divine In- 
ſpiration, and undertakes to reveal the Will of 

od to Mankind in an extraordinary and ſuper- 
natural manner, muſt be able (if he is not an 
Impoſtor) to produce ſuch proper and authentic 
Evidences of his Commiſſion, as the Nature of 
the Thing will admit of. Now, it is manifeſt be- 
e yond 
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yond Contradiction, that nothing can be a ſuffi - 
cient Evidence of any ſupernatural Revelation 
convey*d to another, but ſomething which is itſelf 
above the Power of Nature to effect, and requires 
the ſame immediate Interpoſition of the Deity, as 
that which is to be confirm'd by it. For any 
Perſon to pretend to another, that he has the 
Will of God reveal'd to him in an extraordinary 
and ſupernatural manner; and yet to be able to 
produce no Credentials of this divine Communi- 
cation, but ſuch as are ordinary, and in the Power 
of a natural Man to produce; implies this Contra- 
diction, that a Thing may be Evidence of a Fact, 
and no Evidence, at the ſame time; which is too 
abſurd, to admit of any Reaſoning concerning it. 
Trax Conſequence of this is, that whoever 
pretends to be divinely inſpired, muſt be en- 
abled, in order to convince Mankind of the 
Truth and Authenticneſs of his Commiſſion, to 
do ſuch Things as are beyond the Reach of all 


created Beings, and only ſubje& to his Juriſ- 


diction, who is the Author and Contriver of the 
whole Magazine of Creation, and does whatever 
he pleaſes in Heaven, and in Earth, in the Sea, and 
in all deep Places. Miracles and Prophecies are 
the grand Prerogative, and proper Peculium of 
God. The firſt conſiſts in a Power of doing ſuch 
things, as cannot be produced in the ordinary 
Courſe of Nature: The ſecond, in being able to 
foreſee future Events, and what ſhall happen in 
very diſtant Ages, when there is no viſible Ap- 
pos of any natural Cauſe to produce them. 

heſe then are the only proper Marks and Cha- 
racters, by which we are to diſtinguiſh the true 
and genuine Meſſengers of Heaven from Cheats 


and Impoſtors : Becauſe-theſe only are a ſufficient 
Evidence of a divine Miſſion and Communica- 
don. 


TIis 
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T Is true, there have been Inſtances of wicked 
and ſeducing Spirits, who have done many things 
ſo like true and real Miracles, that they have eaſily 
been miſtaken and receiv'd for ſuch. The Order 
of Nature indeed they cannot, in any degree, 
change or ſuperſede; but they can ſo delude and 
infatuate the Senſes, that it ſhall hardly be in our 
Power to diſprove the Fact, or diſcover the De- 
luſion. They may likewiſe ſometimes foretel 
Things that may come to paſs by chance, or now 
and then infallibly foreſee what will happen long 
after, by their more intimate Knowledge of the 
Powers of Nature, than falls to the Share of 
Mankind, or when their own Agents have a 
great and important Part in the Performance. 

 Hencs it follows, that tho' there may ſome. 
times happen an Appearance of Miracles and Pro- 
phecies, when there is no Revelation, nor any 
thing but a wicked Deſign to miſlead and impoſe 
upon Mankind: Yet, where-ever a Revelation 
is, there muſt neceſſarily be the Evidence of Mi- 
tacles and Prophecies to eſtabliſh and ſupport it. 

To enable us then to judge rightly of the Truth 
and Authenticneſs of any ſuppoſed Revelation, 
convey'd to us under the pretended Sanction of 
Miracles and Prophecies, we are to take into Con- 
ſideration the Nature of the Doctrines ſo evi- 
denced; and ſee whether they be ſuch as ca 
along with them the viſible Marks and Characters 
of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and are 
every way conſiſtent with our Ideas of the moſt 
juſt and all-perfect Being, the Author and Pre- 
ſerver of Mankind. To ſuppoſe evil Spirits to 
act for good Ends, is as abſurd as any thing in 
Nature: Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs 
of Thiſtles? Can they do any thing to promote 
Virtue and Religion, who are themſelves eſſen. 
tially wicked? This would be ro divide Satan 

| C Aagainſt 
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againſt himſelf, to the utter Deſtruction of his 
Kingdom. It is equally abſurd to ſuppoſe a 
Being eſſentially good to do wickedly, or to act 
for ſuch Ends as are inconſiſtent with his Attri- 
bures, and contrary to the eternal Rectitude of 
his Nature. Shall not the Fudge of all the Earth 
do right ? Expreſs to this Purpoſe are thoſe re- 
markable Words of God, Deut. xiii. 1, 2,3. f 
there ariſe among you a Prophet, or a Dreamer of 
Dreams, and giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder; and the 
Sign or the Wonder come io paſs, whereof he ſpake 
unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other Gods, (which 
thou baſt not known) and let us ſerve them; thou 
Halt not bearken unto the Words of that Prophet, or 
that Dreamer of Dreams. There are ſeveral other 
Texts, of the ſame Import, interſpers'd in divers 
Parts of the holy Scriptures, which it would be 
as unneceſſary as tedious to tranferibe, in a mat- 
ter ſo plain and evident. 

Fr 0M what has been ſaid above, we may in- 
fallibly draw the following Concluſton: That 
whenever God Almighty has thought proper to 
make any Perſon an Inſtrument of revealing his 
Will to Mankind, he has conſtantly endued him 
with a Power of working Miracles, and foretel- 
ling what ſhall happen in diſtant and remote Ages : 
But then, as by the Interpoſition of the Devil and 
his Agents, the moſt judicious Men are liable to 
be impoſed upon, from a falſe Appearance of 
Miracles and Prophecies ; and ſo might be 
tempted to receive, for the Commandments of 
God, the fatal Deluſions of the aecurſed Enemy 
of Mankind; it is farther neceflary to examine 
the Doctrines fo propoſed and atteſted, whether 
they be worthy of God to reveal, and for the 
real Good and Benefit of Mankind to receive 
that is, whether they are ſuch as are every way 


conſiſtent with our Ideas of the moſt perfect 
1 9 95 Being, 
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Being, and comport, in every reſpect, with the 
inſeparable and harmonious Attributes of the 
Deity. | | 

LET us now apply what has been advanced, in 
the Courſe of this Argument, to the pretended 
Vifionaries among you; and by this Criterion 
prove, whether they be true and authentic Meſ- 
lengers of God, or falſe Teachers and Impoſtors. 

THAT they do actually pretend to an extraor- 
dinary Inſpiration from Heaven, and to be aſ- 
ſiſted by the immediate Influence of the Holy 
Spirit, in the Operations of their Miniſtry, is too 
evident to be denied. That they actually incul- 
cate this Belief to their Friends and Adherents, 
can produce the moſt indiſputable Teſtimony, 
and unexceptionable Evidence, And whoever 
has look'd into the late Journals of a celebrated 
Writer of the ſame frantic Society, will find ſo 
much Streſs laid upon this one Article of divine 
Inſpiration, that he will inevitably conclude it to 
be the main Criterion, and diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racteriſtic, of their Profeſſion. And indeed, with- 
out this high and awful Claim, to authorize and 
give ſome Credit to their Proceedings ; even the 
moſt ignorant and unthinking Part of Mankind, 
could not but give them up, as a Set of Idiots or 
Madmen ; and their very Attempts to propagate 
ſo untoward a Religion, would be deem'd only 
worthy of a dark Corner in Bedlam, or the whol- 
ſome Correction of Bridewell. But to proceed: 

WHETHER the Reverend Gentlemen among 
you, are really perſuaded in their own Minds, 
that they are under the particular Direction and 
Guidance of Heaven in thoſe Actions and Opini- 
ons, by which they are ſo eminently diſtinguiſh'd, 
or all is mere Pretence and Colluſion, to ſerve 
ſome ſecular Ends of Intereſt or Ambition, I dare 


not take upon me to determine: To their own 
. Maſter 
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Maſter let them ſtand or fall. Enthuſiaſm, we 
know, or a falſe Perſuaſion of divine Impulſe 
and Inſpiration, has often put Men upon as mad 
and extravagant Actions, as the moſt intereſted 
and ambitious Views whatſoever. Sad Examples 
of which we have too many among the Montaniſts 
of old, the German Anabaptiſts about two Cen- 
turies ago, the Quakers more lately, and the 
French Prophets within theſe thirty Years. 

Bu r whatever their particular Views or Senti- 
ments are, this however is certain, that they have 
not yet been able to give you one Proof of their 
divine Miſſion, or to produce the leaſt authentic 
Teſtimony of an extraordinary Call, and ſuper- 
natural Illumination. I charge it upon the Con- 
ſciences of their moſt warm and. bigotted Adhe- 
rents, to declare, if ever they ſaw any thing per- 
form'd by any of them beyond the common and 
ordinary manner of Men. I know they rell you 
frequently of their ſenſibly feeling the Tllapſes of 
the Spirit; of the Preſence of God within them ; of 
their [ulargement in Devotion; of the miraculous 
Anſwers to their Prayers; and ſuch-like inconſiſtent 
Trumpery, and unintelligible Jargon. But til], 
this is no more than the bare Aſſertions of Men, 
who may themſelves be deceiv'd, and who ma 
alſo impoſe upon others. An incompetent Evi- 
dence for ſo important a Fact! 

Wu it was objected to Mabomet, that great- 
eſt and moſt artful Impoſtor that ever lived, that 
he wrought no Miracles to confirm the Truth of 
his divine Miſſion, as Meſes, Fefus, and the reſt 
of the Prophets had done, he aniwer'd them by 
ſeveral Evaſions, as beſt ſuited the preſent Exi- 
gency of his Affairs; That he was only a Man 
« ſent to preach to them the Rewards of Para- 
% diſe, and the Puniſhments of Hell: That their 
« Predeceſfors contemn'd the Miracles of the 

it Prophets; 
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„ Prophets; and that for this Reaſon God would 
« work no more among them: That thoſe whom 
«<< God had ordain'd to believe, ſhould believe 
« without Miracles ; and thoſe whom he had not 
e ordain'd to believe, ſhould not be convinced, 
<< tho* all thoſe Miracles ſhould be wrought in 
« their Sight, which they required; and that 
< therefore they were totally needleſs *.” Ir is 
not improbable, but your Viſionaries may endea- 
vour to evade the ſame Objection by the ſame 
Anſwers ; But to this we ſhall oppoſe, as did the 
Adverſaries of Mahomet ; that this is a plain Con- 
feſſion, that they wanted the Power of Miracles, 
which all other Prophets had to prove their Miſ- 
ſion: Which again brings us to the foregoing 
Concluſion, that we have nothing to depend upon 
but the mere Words of frail and fallible Men, and 
whom God Almighty can be never ſuppoſed to 
employ upon his moſt important Errands, without 
proper and competent Credentials. 
I vouBT not, but their exemplary Sanctity, 
and devout manner of Life, will be urg'd, as an 
Argument of their divine Miſſion and Authority: 
But in this caſe I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
an outward Shew of extraordinary Holineſs and 
Piety, is not always an Indication that a Man is 
ſincere ; that under this Maſk has often lain con- 
cealed the greateſt Wickedneſs and Impiety, and 
the vileſt Impoſtures, that ever appeared in the 
World, have been introduced and propagated. 
At beſt, we have had Inſtances of Numbers of 
Men as holy and virtuous as they, who never yet 
pretended to Inſpiration. a | 
Bur the grand Argument of all, in Favour of 
their divine Vocation, is the uncommon and ſur-| 


priſing Succeſs of their Miniſterial Labours, ex- 


4 Prideauxs LIFE of MayomMer, Pag. 25. Ed. 8. > 
emplify'd 
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emplify'd in the prodigious Crowds which con- 
tinually attend their Preaching, and with which 
they are daily ſurrounded. | 
THrarT they have conginually at their Heels a 
numerous and formidable Rabble, zealous and 
ready to execute any Project, and to undertake 
every kind of religious Miſchief; is too unde- 
niable a Fact to be diſputed, and which every 
pious and good-natur'd Chriſtian beholds with 
Concern and Compaſſion, But, far from be- 
ing an Argument of their divine Deſignation, 
and extraordinary Appointment, to the Work of 
the Miniſtry, it only preſents us with the frail and 
weak Side of human Nature, when left to itſelf 
uncultivated and unimproved, immers'd and loſt 


in native Ignorance and Folly ; without any of 


thoſe happy Aids and Aſſiſtances, which Arts, 
Education and Literature are alone capable of 
giving it. The illiterate, unthinking Mob. is a 
Body always fierce and giddy ; and having no 
Will of its own, takes its Principles of Action 
from any more than ordinary Impreſſians that are 
made upon it; and is, as it were, mechanically 
moved in Proportion to, the impreſs'd Force, 
without any regard to the Reaſonableneſs or Ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch Motion. The moſt cunning Im- 
poſtors have never been wanting to improve this 
unhappy Infirmity, and depraved State, of human 
Nature, to their reſpective Advantages ; and 
inſtead of producing Reaſons and Arguments, 
which learned and underſtanding Men would 
eaſily ſee the Force of, and form their Judgments 
accordingly, have apply'd to the Follies and Paſ- 
ſions of the Mob; and have therefore ſeldom 
miſs'd of Succeſs, in their moſt wicked and abſurd 
Projects. 
Lex not then this implicit and irrational Ap- 
plauſe of the mad, capricious Vulgar, induce 
4 you 
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you to believe any thing extraordinary of your 
pretended Spiritualiſts, who plume themſelves in- 
deed ſo mightily upon this one Article, as if the 
main of their Cavſe depended upon it, and the 
Argument was univerſally concluſive and irre- 
fragable. It is poor Evidence of a good Cauſe, 
when it can only be ſupported by ſuch Argu- 
ments as are equally applicable to the Support of 
the worſt Cauſe in the World. | 

BESID ES, if we ſuppoſe, (what is far from 
being true) that the generality of the People en- 
gaged in this religious Separation, are really Per- 
ſons of Learning, Underſtanding, and Integrity ; 
nay further, that the Aſſent of Numbers is a 
Mark and Criterion of the Truth (An Argu- 
ment, by the bye, which would prove Popery 
more authentic than Proteſtantiſm, and Mahomet- 
aniſm than Chriſtianity) : Yet even in this caſe it 
can never be inferr*d, that this particular Profeſ- 
fion is the true and genuine Religion of Chriſtians, 
authorized and confirm'd by the Voice and Signa- 
ture of Heaven, till it likewiſe appears, that it 
has the Majority of the People in its Favour: 
Which is ſo far from being the real caſe, that 
every body knows how much the Advantage lies 
on the contrary Side. 

I yxESUME, it muſt now appear evident to 
any reaſonable Perſon, that the Miniſters you 
thus aſſiduouſly follow, and who make ſuch ex- 
travagant Pretences to a ſupernatural Inſpiration, 
have not yet been able to produce any one pro- 
-per Mark or Teſtimonial of their extraordinary 
Miſſion, and divine Authority; and conſequently 
that they ought to be conſidered in no other 
View, but that of Cheats and Impoſtors, and 
their pretended Sanctity, as nothing but Trick 
and Deluſion ; or, to take it in the' moft favour- 
able Conſtruction, as the mad Effects of a _ 

| an 
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and diſtempered Brain ; a ridiculous Medley of 
Folly and Enthuſiaſm. 

Bu r leſt there ſhould ſtill be ſome weak Heads 
among you, who cannot, or will not, ſee the 
Force of this Reaſoning ; but are yet reſolved to 
lay more Streſs upon the ſimple Affirmations of 
thoſe, in whoſe Favour they are already preju- 
diced, than upon the plain and inconteſtable Evi- 
dence of their Senſes ; I ſhall proceed further to 
conſider ſome other particular, diſtinguiſhing 
Principles and Doctrines of theſe grand Im- 
poſtors : And I doubt not to make it appear, 
that they are of that wicked and malignant Ten- 
dency; fo inconſiſtent with the Honour of God, 
and the Genivs of Chriſtianity ; ſo deſtructive to 
the Welfare and Peace of Society; and ſo utterly 
ſubverſive of all true Piety and Religion, as to 
render even the moſt pompous Appearance of 
Miracles, in their Favour, mere Juggle and Im- 
poſition ; and more like the lying Wonders of the 
Devil, than the omnipotent Operations of God. 
Be ſides, whenever they ſhall be induced to diſ- 
claim all Pretences to Inſpiration, and put the 
Iſſue of their Cauſe upon the Reaſon and Nature 
of the Thing ; which they muſt, in a ſhort time, 
be infallibly forced to do, from a total Want of 
Evidence, and authentic Teſtimony : When this, 
I ſay, ſhall happen, and no perſonal Prejudices 
ſhall remain in their Favour ; I would preſume, 
that by pointing out the Impiety and evil Ten- 
dency of their Doctrines and Principles, I ſhall 
eaſily prevail with every rational Perſon to quit 
and deſert them, and to prefer the wholſome 
and ſalutary Dictates of a pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion, to the novel Whimſies of crazy Fanatics, 
or the diabolical Illuſions of wicked and deſign- 
ing Impoſtors. To proceed then: 


II. Ax o- 
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il. AnoTHER principal Doctrine of theſe 
pretended Pietiſts, which carries with it a moſt 
evident Mark of Impoſture, is, That for the ſake, 
of a farther Reformation; it 1s not only lawful, but 
incumbent on you, ta ſeparate from your proper Mi- 
niſters, and adhere to them. 

Bur in order to make good this Aﬀertion, 

two Things ought to have been proved: Fi rſt, 
Thar for the ſake of a farther Reformation, it is 
lawful, and highly reaſonable, to ſeparate from an 
eſtabliſhed Church, And, Secondly, .That by ad- 
| hering to them, the Reforination deſired, is. to be 
obtained. The firſt of which I ſhall immediately. 
ſhew to be falſe. The ſecond will ſufficiently 
appear to be ſo; from the many erroneous 
Doctrines, and unchriſtian Innovations, which 
they conſtantly endeavour to propagate amongſt 
their Followers. 
| In Oppoſition then to the Doctrine advanced 
under this Head, I ſhall endeavour to prove, 
that it is neither lawful nor reaſonable to ſeparate 
from an eſtabliſhed Church, for the ſake of a 
farther Reformation. 

Wu x our Saviour Chriſt, in Conſequence of 
his grand Deſign, in coming into the World to 
redeem Mankind, thought proper to conſtitute a 
Church, of which all, who would partake of the 
Benefits of his Incatnation, were to become 
Members ; he was pleaſed at the ſame time to 
do it in ſuch a manner, and to deſcribe its Na- 
ture and Conſtitution by ſuch lively Marks, and 
in ſuch legible Characters, that a Man of common 
Honeſty and Ingenuity could hardly be miſtaken. 
abour it. Hence we learn, that the Chriſtian 
Church is not a confuſed, jumbled, and indepen- 
dent Company of Men, but a regular, wells 
forni'd, outward, and viſible Society; a Society. 

| D fenced 
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fenced and bulwark'd by general neceſſary Ordi- 
nances and Laws, parcell'd and canton'd out into 
innumerable leſſer diftin& Societies, and local 
Corporations, ſubjected to their peculiar and re- 
ſpective Officers and Governors. 

Now, I believe, this will be eaſily granted 
me, that no Society whatſoever can well or Jong 
ſubſiſt, without Unity and Unanimity. Diviſion 
and Separation are naturally deſtructive to the 
common Intereſt, and muſt infallibly weaken and 
diſconcert the beſt-form'd Polity in the World. 
The Confuſion and Diforder, the Irregularity and 
Indecency in the publick Worſhip of Almighty 
God; the Uncharitableneſs, Heat and Animoſity 
amongſt Neighbours, and too often the violent 
Hatreds, and cruel Perſecutions, which are ge- 
nerally the Conſequences of ſuch a religious Se- 
paration, will be apt to eat out the very Heart 
of Chriſtianity among us ; and inſtead of that 
Beauty of Hclineß required in Scripture, as effen- 
tial to the Church of Chriſt, will introduce no- 
thing but a wretched State of Anarchy and Difſen- 
tion, an utter Subverſion of all Rule and Go- 

. vernment, and an eternal Deſtruction of every 
1 thing elſe, which can any way contribute to the 
" Support or Preſervation of Society. If then, by 
W ſeparating from a Church, we do all that is in 
our Power to fruſtrate and deſtroy the Inſtitutions 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and to diſſolve that 
n Society, which the Author of our Salvation 
it thought proper to erect, in order to our more 
effectually obtaining the great Ends of his Incar- 
| nation, Sufferings and Drath; nothing can be 
it more unreaſonable, nothing more unlawful, im- 
1 pious and injurious to the Name and Character 
in of our great Lord and Maſter, than thus to rend 
| and divide his Kingdom upon Earth, = * 

5 iſturb 
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diſturb that ſacred and awful Unity, by which 
alone it can ſubſiſt. | 
Trax Neceſſity of this Harmony amongſt the 
Members of the Chriſtian Church, is admirably 
deſcribed by St. Paul in the xiith Chapter of his 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corintbiaus, and to which I 
{hall therefore refer the Reader. And in ſeveral 
of his Epiſtles, he is very ſevere upon ſuch as 
cauſe Diviſions and Schiſms in the Church. T be- 
fſeech you, Brethren, ſays he, mark them which cauſe 
Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them, For they that are 
ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own 
Belly; and by good Words, and fair Speeches, deceive 
the Hearts of the Simple *, Again, Whereas there 
is among you Envying, and Strife, and Diviſions, are 
ye not carnal, and walk as Men 7? Alſo elſewhere, 
Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thirg, 
and that there be no Diviſions among yout? And 


our Saviour himſelf tells us, in expreſs Alluſion 


to his Church, that, Fa Kingdom be divided againſt 
itſelf, that Kingdom cannot ſtand \|. 

Tu Primitive Fathers too, thoſe venerable 
Sages of the Chriſtian Church, ſo remarkably 
eminent for their diſtinguiſh'd Piety, Learning, 
and truly religious Lives, and who were much 
better Judges of the Senſe and Meaning of our 


Saviour and his Apoſtles in any difficult Point, | 


than we at this Diſtance can pretend to be, are 
diffuſive and copious to this Purpoſe, 
CLEMENS RoManvus ſays, Have we not one 
% God, one Chriſt, one Spirit of Grace poured | 
«© out upon us, and one Calling in Chriſt? Why 
c then do we divide and rend aſunder the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and raiſe a Sedition againſt our 


* Rom xvi. 17, 18. + 1 Cor. iti, 3. + 1 Cor. i. 10. Mark iii. 24. ö | 
D 2 cc own. | 


20 The IMPOSTURE of 


*© own Bodies, and become ſo far blinded with 
Rage and Madneſs, as to forget that we are 
Members one of another 2? 

ST. I6naT1vs ſays, *+ Wherefore, as Children of 
& Light and Truth, avoid Diviſions, and falſe 
SDoctrines: But where-ever your Shepherd is, 
“do you, like Sheep, follow him. For there are 
** many Wolves, who appear worthy of Belief, 
++ who, with the Bait of falſe Pleaſute, lead cap- 
** tive thoſe who are running in the Courſe of 
© God: But your Unity will prevent them having 
* any Place among you.“ Again, If any 
one follows him, who is the Author of a Schiſm, 
5 he hath no Inheritance in the Kingdom of 
God c.“ Again, Accurſed Hereſies avoid, 
and thoſe alſo that cauſe S-hiſm, as the Origin 
© of all Evils d.“ Ep | 

ST. CyrRIAN tells us, „ That Remiſſion of 
“Sins, and everlaſting Life, are only to be 
% obtain'd in the Holy Catholic Church e,” 
Agreeably to what an ancient Writer, who paſſes 
under the Name of St. Auſtin, declares ; *©* If any 
** one be found out of the Pale of the Church, 
he is not to be numbered amongſt Sons: 
4 Neither can he have God for his Father, who 


* Oui iv Oer 7 ouey, nat irq Xp, xa i Tiriouea 
TI XA 79 Yb i nh, Ke ia KANG BW Nied; 
7 i Sience vu ,, 74 Vin Ty Kpicot, nat 
5 g,αien whos vd Ed ide, val eig TortuTIV A, 
fete ass tTi\abeg)di nuds 371 win £0 uis hAKNANGY 3 
3 Cor. cap. xLvi. : | | | ; RT. 
' Þ Texra ov ewr%, danfle ts, peuyers To Hemd, Tas 
xatef iS trrariag ins di & F Som, th ds Cara 
<g0nvda Tt" H Yap auxo: ũ gif ide, xavl ai par 
AgTiGyo! Tos be pours: dn iy TH ev57uT1 puny our. 
Tobe römer. Epiſt. ad Philadel. cap. m. © ElTis ðũ ic 
d hh, Barikt;ay Ozov 07 xAnpoop?. Ibid. cap. 11. d Tes 
S urardhous aipiceh, dal Tous TH OY IOpeaTe muowvras, ge- 
ere, ws aN naxor. Ibid. Epiſt. Interpol. ad Smyrn. cap. vii. 
_ *Remiſſionem * non dari, niſi per ſanctam EKcęle- 
ſiam. Epif. 76. 5 6. e De, 
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e refuſes to have the Church for his Mother f.“ 
How pathetically does the ſame St. Cyprian ex- 
hort the Novatians, ** not to ſeparate themſelves 
from the Flock of Chriſt, but to return to their 
« Mother, the Church s!“ es 
Moc to the ſame Purpoſe ſays St. Auſtin; 
„ Heretics and Schiſmatics give their Congre- 
„ oations the Name of Churches: But Heretics, 
6 by entertaining falſe Opinions concerning God, 
„corrupt the Faith; and Schiſmaties, by their 
& unwarrantable Separations, depart from bro- 
„ therly Love — Wherefore an Heretic doth 
% not belong to the Catholic Church, becauſe 
« the Church loves God; nor a Schiſmatic, be- 
e cauſe the Church loves her Neighbour h.“ 
IxENAÆE S ſays, He will bring them into 
« Condemnation, who are the Occaſion of Schiſms 
„ in the Church; and who, inſtead of being 
e actuated by the Love of God, follow their own 
„ vain Imaginations, having more regard to 
their own private Intereſt, than the Unity of 
& the Church; and who, for ſome flight and in- 
<<. conſiderable Cauſe, divide and rend aſunder 
the great and glorious Body of Chriſt .“ 


f Hujus concluſio Sacramenti per ſanct am Ecclefiam termina- 
tur, quoniam fi quis abſque e2 inventus fuerit, alienus erit 2 nu- 
mero Filiorum, nec habebit Deum Patrem, qui Eccleſiam no uerit 
babcre Mitrem. Tom g. Symb. ad Catech. Lib. iv. pag. 1438. 

* Voſmet ipſos a Chriſti grege, & ab e jus pace & concordia 
ſeparat's ad Eccleſiam matrem revertaminic - Ei, 4 4.4 2 - 
 hHxcetici & Schiſmatici Congtegationes ſuis, Ecciefiis yocant ; 
ſed Hæretici de Dro falſi ſentiendo iĩpſam filem vio an:; Schiſ- 
matici autem diſceſſionibus iniquis à fraternã charitate diſſi- 
liuat Quapropter nec Hzreticus pertinet ad Eccieſtam Ca- 
tholicam, quoniam diligit Deum; nec Schiſmaticus, quoniam di- 
ligit proximum Tom, 3. Fid. & Symbol. p. 195. | 

+ Judicabit autem & eos qui ſchiſmata operantur, qui ſunt 
inanes, non habentes Dei dilectionem; ſuamque utilitatem po- 
tius conſiderantes, quam unitatem Ecclæſiæ; & gui propter modicas 
& quaſlibet cauſas magnum & glorioſum corpus Chriſti conſcin- 
cunt & Mam. e ot PRO 0 
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From what has been here ſaid, I preſume the 
Neceſſity of Church-Unity appears ſo plain and 
evident to any reaſonable, intelligent Perſon, that 
I need not give myſelf any further Trouble to 
prove it. | - 

*T xs true indeed, this is to be underſtoo 
with ſome Limitation ; and it cannot be diſſem- 
bled, but that particular Caſes may happen, 
wherein 'tis better and ſafer to ſeparate from a 
Church, than continue in Communion with it. 
Thus, if a Church be corrupt and unſound in 
its Doctrines, teaching for the Commandments 
of God, the Traditions of Men: If inſtead of 
that Purity, Holineſs and Truth, which the Goſpel 
requires, its main End and Aim is to promote 
UVacleanneſs, Impiety, and Error: If inſtead of 
univerſal Peace, Benevolence and Charity amongſt 
Mankind, it preaches up Uncharitableneſs, Wrath, 
Perſecution, and Murder: If it ſets up the Au- 
thority of fallible Men, in Oppoſition to the ſu— 
preme Power and Dominion of Chriſt: If it 
diſpenſes with the Goſpel Conditions of Salvation; 
and abſolves Men from that Obedience, which 
the Laws of Chriſtianity have made the indiſpen- 
fable Terms of Acceptance with God : If it not 
only mutilates and mangles thoſe plain and ſimple 
Sacraments, which Chriſt hath inſtituted in his 
Goſpel ; but has alſo added other fooliſh Inven- 
tions of its own, quite inconſiſtent with the Uſe 
and Deſign of thoſe divine Appointments : If in- 
ſtead of truſting to the Merits of Chriſt's Death 
for Juſtification, it teaches to confide in imaginary 
Sacrifices, unauthoriz*d and abſurd : If inftead of 
applying for the Mediation and Interceſſion of 
Chriſt, it teaches to apply to Saints and Angels, 
to weak, and often wicked Men: If inſtead of 
erernal Puniſhments, it teaches only a temporal 
Fire of Purgation : If inſtead of that Beauty of 

| Holineſs, 
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Holineſs, that Plainneſs and Simplicity of Devo- 
tion, which the Scripture requires of all Chriſti- 
ans, its Worſhip conſiſts of little elſe than ridi- 
culous Fooleries and Superſtitions; where Men 
are taught, inſtead of directing their Adoration 
to God, to fall down to ſenſeleſs Stocks and 
Stones: If any, or all of theſe, or others of the 
like Nature, ſhould happen to be the Caſe of an 
eſtabliſh*'d Church; it is the Duty of every ſin- 
cere Chriſtian, who has been ſo happy as to diſ- 
cover this noble Truth, firſt to remonſtrate againſt 
ſuch horrid and monſtrous Corruptions ; and if it 
{till continue deaf and obſtinate to ſuch juſt Re- 
preſentations, then entirely to ſeparate from it, 
and abandon it for ever. Nor can theſe pious 
Separatiſts be charged with the Guilt of Schiſm, 
but thoſe only who have been the ſad Occaſion 
of ſo neceflary a Reſolution. | 

Ap the Reaſon of all this is plain: For as 
the Love of God, and Charity to Men, are the 
great and principal Ends of the Religion of the 
Goſpel; and as it is infinitely more for the Ho- 
nour of God, and Good of Mankind, both tem- 
poral and eternal, that Truth ſhould be propa- 
gated, than Error; Purity of Faithand Worſhip, 
than Corruptions and Superſtitions ; the true and 
undefiled Religion of Chriſt, than Idolatry and 
Deluſion; it follows, that where the Peace and 
Unity of the Church cannot poflibly be main- 
tain'd, without intrenching upon theſe prime and 
fundamental Laws of Religion, ſuch a Confor- 
mity muſt be conſider'd only as a ſecondary and 
ſubordinate Duty; neceſſary indeed in itſelf, and 
heartily to be endeavoured after by all Chriſtians, 
but not to be proſecuted obſtinateiy, and at all 
Adventures, in Preference to thoſe of much 
greater Moment, and of indiſpenſable Obliga- 

| | Arp 
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AnD now, let us apply what has been ſaid 
above with reſpect to the Caſe before-mention'd ; 
where a Church is allow'd to be tolerable, free 
from all material Errors and Corruptions, and 
only ſubject to ſome ſlight Defects and Imper- 
fections, which, *cis apprehended, may require 
ſome Amendment and Reformation. That this 
is the very worſt of the caſe with reſpect to the 
Church of England, the frequent Communion of 
the Met bodiſts with it, and that of their Miniſters 
likewiſe, ſeems evidently to allow. If then an 
eſtabliſned Church be once allow'd tolerable, and 
free from all material Errors and Corruptions, the 
Conſequence is, that the Terms of Communion 
with ſuch a Church can never be deem'd unlaw- 
ful ; becauſe if the Terms of Communion were 
not lawful and right, ſo far that Church would be 
corrupt and erroneous 3 from whence it unde: 
niably follows, that whoever ſeparates himſelf, 
or teaches others to ſeparate, from ſuch a Church, 
is directly guilty of the Breach of that Peace and 
Unity, which is eſſential to the very Being of the 
Chriſtian Church, and of making a Schiſm and 
Diviſion amongſt the Members of Chriſt's Body. 
Tis true, I am very far from thinking, that 
every thing. is ſo perfect and complete in our 
Church, as to need no Amendment and Refor- 
mation; and I never knew that it was any Part 
of the Terms of Communion with it, to think ſo. 
But this I am ſure of, that if we are not to join 
ourſelves in Communion with any Church, till we 
are ſatisfy'd it is free from all manner of Defects 
whatſoever, we muſt remain Separatiſts as long 
as the World endures. Whilſt the largeſt Bodics 
of Men, as well as fingle Perſons, are not yet, 
nor ever will be, infallible ; we muſt not expect 
to lee that national Church upon Earth, which 
is in all reſpects perfect. Muſt it not then * 
the 
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the greateſt Madneſs and Diſtraction in the World, 


to break in upon the Peace and Quiet of the 


Church, which every Chriſtian is anſwerable for, 
for the ſake of ſome imaginary Reformation and 


Amendment, which no private Perſon can an- 


{wer for the Defects of, becauſe natural and in- 


ſeparable from every particular Church in Chri- 


ſtendom ? Surely *tis enough for us, that the 
Church of England is a true and Apoſftolical- 


«« Church, teaching and maintaining the Doctrine 


ce of the Apoſtles “: In which the pure Word 


« of God is preached, and the Sacraments be 
« duly miniſter*d, according to Chriſt's Ordi- 
e nance, in all thoſe things that of Neceſſity are 
<< requiſite to the ſame 4.” This certainly is ſuffi- 
cient .to make any modeſt and pious Chriſtian 
eaſy in its Communion, and to ſatisfy him, that 


he is in a ſafe way to eternal Happineſs, if he 


makes uſe of ſuch Means as are afforded him 
here, and by living as becomes a true and ſincere 
Diſciple of Chriſt, in Meekneſs and Humility, and 


in a hearty Deſire and Love of Unity and Peace. 


He will always conſider, that tho” this Church may 
really want ſome Amendments, yet it wants no- 


thing neceſſary to Salvation; it requires nothing 


to be done, in order to Communion, but what is 


lawful and innocent; impoſes nothing upon the 


Conſcience, but what is rational, and eaſy to be. 
borne; and leaves every Perfon at full and free. 
Liberty to increaſe in all Virtue and Godlineſs of 
Living, and to become as good and religious as. 
he pleaſes. en 

Ir would be look'd upon but as a poor Excuſe 
for a Perſon in actual Rebellion againſt a lawful 
and well-conſtituted Government, to plead in his 
Defence, that chere were ſome Defects in the Con- 
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ſtitution, which wanted to be amended ; and that 


what he had done, was in order to render it more 
perfect and complete. Surely this Plea would 
not make him appear leſs a Traitor to his Country, 
or ſave him from the due and deſerved Reward of 
a Hurdle and Halter. Juſt ſuch would his Excuſe 
be, who ſhould endeavour to extenuate the Guilt 
of diſuniting and dividing the Members of Chriſt's 
Body, under the ſpecious Pretence of Amendment 
and Reformation. Which is not only doing Evil, 
that Good may come ; but committing an exceed- 
ing wicked and impious Action, for the ſake, at 
beſt, but of a very ſlight and uncertain Benefit. 

I vouBT not but the Metbodiſts will tell you, 
it was never the Deſign of their Miniſters, either 
to ſeparate themſelves from the eſtabliſh*d Church, 
or to teach others to ſeparate ; but that they were 
under a Neceſſity of doing it, by being denied the 
Liberty of exerciſing their miniſterial Functions 
in the public Churches. | 

Tax all the Clergymen of Reputation in 
your Neighbourhood have actually refuſed them 
the Uſe of their Pulpits, I both believe, and am 


glad of. Bur 'tis likewiſe well known, this was 


not done, *till by their extravagant Flights and 
Buffoonries, they had made the Church more like 
a Bear-garden than the Houſe of God; and the 
Roſtrum nothing elſe but the Trumpet of Sedi- 
tion, Hereſy, Blaſphemy, and every thing de- 
ſtructive to Religion and good Manners. Beſides, 
T know no Law either of God or Man, that 
obliges. any Incumbent whatſoever to leave his 
Pulpit open to every ſaucy Intruder, or tolet it out 
as 2 Stage for Mountebanks and Jack-puddings, 
to play their Tricks upon, and from thence to 
propagate their Impoſtures and Deluſions. His 
Church is every Incumbent's Freehold, and he is 
anſwerable for the Cure of Souls in his 1 2 
142 2 tric. 
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Diſtrict. It certainly then is both fit and reaſon- 
able, he ſnould have the Liberty to chuſe, as he 
thinks proper, whom to admit to officiate in his 
ſtead, and to refuſe ſuch as he judges not quali- 
fy*d to act in ſo great and important an Affair. 
Their Miniſters then had no Wrong done them, 
in being deny'd the Liberty of exerciſing their 
miniſterial Functions, in the Pulpits of others; 
they had no Right to inſiſt upon it, theſe an abſo- 
lute Right to do as they pleaſed about it. To 
ſeparate therefore from the Communion of a 
Church, becauſe a Man cannot be allow'd to act 
asa Miniſter in it, for which roo he has by his 
own Follies and Extravagances diſqualify*'d him- 
ſelf, is no better than for a Subject to withdraw 
his Allegiance from his Prince, and ſtir up a Civil 
War in the Kingdom, becauſe he cannot obtain 
the moſt eminent Poſts under the Government, or 
be advanced to the Dignity of a Prime Miniſter. _ 

III. A TH1rD Mark of Impoſture propagated 
by theſe mad Devotionaliſts is their teaching, bat 
it is lawful and expedient for mere Laymen, for Women, 
and the meaneſt and moſt ignorant Mechanics, to mi- 
niſter in the Church of Chriſt, to preach and expound 
the Ward of God, and to offer up the Prayers of the 
Congregation in the public Aſſemblies. 

Tr it is not only lawful for, but the Duty 
of all Chriſtians, to endeavour to inſtru& one 
another in the Ways of Religion and Virtue, as 
often as they have Opportunity, in private, to do 
it; I ſhall readily allow, and would heartily re- 
commend the Practice of it. But that mere Lay- 
men, or Women, tho' of the greateſt and moſt 
diſtinguiſh*d Abilities, much leſs, that the moſt 
ignorant and illiterate Perſons ſhould take upon 
themſelves the Office of preaching and ex- 


pounding the Word of God, and offering up 


a. 


the Prayers of the ** in the public Aſſem- 
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blies, is a Doctrine neither reaſonable nor ſcriptu- 


ral, contrary to the plain Inſtitutions of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, condemn'd by the univerſal 


Voice of all Antiquity, and a dangerous and un- 


warrantable Innovation. 

Ir was never known in any Civil Society upon 
Earth, that the higheſt and moſt important Offices 
of Truſt and Power, were left to be taken up 
wantonly and at random, at every Man's Plea- 
ſure and Diſcretion, who had Vanity or Preſum- 
ption enough, to imagine himſelf qualify*d to 
perform them. It is not the niceſt Addreſs, or 


moſt ſhining Abilities, that can give any Perſon 


a Right to take upon himſelf the Character of an 
Embaſſador from his King, or to execute a Com- 
miſſion in the Name of his Sovereign. This 
muſt be convey*d to him by ſome ſolemn De- 
ſignation and Inveſtiture, or the Law of Nations 
will conſider him as a Cheat and Impoſtor, and 
tis Prince puniſh him as a Traitor. And if this 
be thought reaſonable in all Civil Societies what- 
ſoever, which: are only conſtituted for the tem- 
poral Good and Felicity of particular Men; it is 
much more ſo in that ſpiritual Society, which was 
conſtituted by the Saviour of the World, for the 
eternal Intereſt and Happineſs of all Mankind. 


Sou x kind of Miſſion then is abſolutely neceſ- 


fary, to authorize any Perſon to act as a Miniſter 
in the Church of Chriſt ; and without which it 
would be ſo far from being a regular well-form'd 
Society, that it would be nothing elſe but a 
wretched State of Anarchy, Confuſion, and Dif. 
order. How ſhall they preach, except they be ſent ? 
2 not only the Voice of Scripture, but of Reaſon 
o. | 
Lz us now ſee, Whether our Saviour Chriſt 
has not made a proper Proviſion for this neceſſary 
Part of Government, in the Inſtitution of his 
Hs . Kingdom? 
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Kingdom? or whether he has left the Members 
of it to an unbounded Liberty of acting as they 
think proper, in an Affair ſo eſſential to the very 
Being of Society, that without a due Care and 
Concern about it, it could hardly ſubſiſt for one 
Moment? | | ' 

As our bleſſed Saviour himſelf never pretended 
to enter upon the Execution of his Office, but 
always lived and behaved as a private Perſon, till 
he was ſolemnly delegated and commiſſion'd to it, 
by the viſible Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
him*: So his Apoſtles and Diſciples never 
thought themſelves qualify*d to act in their pub- 
lic Miniſtry, till authoriz*d by the expreſs De- 
ſignation of their Lord and Maſter. Our Saviour 
being thus publicly inaugurated into his Office, 
and having triumph*d over the great Enemy to 
his Kingdom, the Devil ; he continued for ſome 
time to execute and perform all the Offices of his 
Kingdom by himſelf alone, whilſt yer ſmall, and 
in its Infancy. But when Diſciples and Subjects 
began to multiply in his Dominions, and the Bor- 
ders of his Government were inlarged in the Earth; 
it was then thought proper to conſtitute ſuch a 
Number of Aſſiſtants, as were judged requiſite 


at that time, to perform the great Offices and 


Buſineſs of this ſpiritual Kingdom. Accordingly 
we find, our Saviour, upon this Inereaſe of his 
Church, actually choſe out of his Diſciples Twelve 
Perſons, whom he ſent forth by two and two to 


preach his Goſpel, and whom for that Reaſon he 


named Apoſiles f. Afterwards he choſe other 
Seventy, and ſent them alſo by two and two kx. 
Fon hence we may obſerve, that during the 
time of our Saviour's Continuance upon Earth, 
there were three ſtated and diſtin Orders of Mi- 


* Matt. 111. 16, 17. Þ Luke vi. 13. Ix. 1, 2. A Luke x. i. 
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niſters in the Church: Firſt, Jesus CHRIST the 
Supreme Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls* , ſecondly, 
the TwELve ArosrLES; and, laſtiy, the SEvenTY 
DiscieLss. And that the Twelve Apoſtles were an 
Order different from, and ſuperior to, the Seventy 
Diſciples, will plainly appear, if we conſider, 

FixsT, That the Seventy were only permitted 
to go to thoſe Places, whither Chriſt himſelf in- 
tended afterwards to come; and ſo can only be 
reputed as Miniſters ſent before to prepare the 
Way for his Reception, that he himſelf might 
admit ſuch to become his Diſciples, as he found 
ready and willing to receive him + : But that the 
Twelve Apoſiles had an unlimited Commiſſion to 
preach in any Part of Fudea they pleaſed, and to 
all the Zews in general +; and conſequently may 
be ſuppoſed, in ſome meaſure, to act in Chriſt's 
ſtead, by receiving and admitting Converts into 
his Church: 

SeconpLy, That whereas the Twelve were ex- 
preſly ordain'd to be with Chriſt il, and are there- 
fore in ſeveral Places of the Goſpel ſpoken of, as 
his conſtant Attendants, and the immediate Wit- 
neſſes of all the great and mighty Works which 
he perform*d : So the Seventy had no other Com- 


miſſion, but to preach ; and after their Return, 


to give an Account of the Succeſs of their Mini- 
ſtry, are never ſpoken of again. 

TrixpLy, That whereas the Twelve were or- 
dain'd into their Office, in the moft ſolemn and 
awful manner; our Saviour having continued 4 
whole Night by bimſelf in Prayer ©: The — 
were ſent out without any ſuch Apparatus; wit 
only a few ſalutary Exhortations, and ſome pro- 
per and general Inſtructions, relating to the Exe - 
cution of their Office. 


® x Pet. n. 25. +Luke x. 1. + Luke ix. 2. Markni.4 $ Luke vi. 12. 
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Bor further, tho' the Twelve Apoſiles were evi- 
dently of an Order ſuperior to the Seventy, and 
were authorized to preach, baptize, and receive 
Converts ; yet had they never any Authority or 
Commiſſion given them, to ordain others to do 
the like. This Power our Bleſſed Saviour, whilſt 
he lived upon Earth, always reſerv'd to himſelf, 
as his own proper Peculium, and which he would 
never communicate to any other Perſon whatſo- 
ſoever. And this is plain from thoſe remarkable 
Words, wherein he addreſſes his Diſciples, both 
the Twelve and the Seventy, before their Miſſion : 
The Harveſt truly is plenteous, but the Labourers are 
few : Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, 
that be will ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt *: 
intimating, that if they found their Work grow- 
ing upon their Hands, and becoming too great 
and difficult for ſo ſmall a Number to execute, 
they ſhould nor think to aſſociate others to them- 
ſelves, by their own proper Authority; but ſhould 
petition him, the Lord of the Harveſt, to give 
chem more Labourers and Aſſiſtants. 

Anp certainly nothing can be more fit and 
reaſonable in all Societies whatſoever, than for 
the Heads and ſupreme Governors thereof, to 
appropriate to themſelves the ſole Right of con- 
ſtiruting all ſubordinate Miniſters and Magi- 
ſtrates z*and to permit none to act in Offices of 
Truſt or Power, but by Authority derived from, 
and delegated by them. And accordingly we 
ſee, this has ever been the univerſal Practice in 
all Civil Societies upon Earth. 

THis then is the Form of Government inſti- 
tuted by our Saviour in his Church, and which 
was conſtantly obſerved without Change or Alte- 
ration, during the time of his Continuance upon 


* Matt. ix. 37, 38. Luke x. 2. 
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Earth: In Alluſion, as all Writers agree, to the 
three diſtin Orders of Higb-Priaſt, Prieſt, and 
Levite, under the Fewi/þ Oeconomy. 

TRR next Conſideration is, Whether this Oeco- 
nomy of three diſtin Orders was only tempo- 
rary, and to determine with the Life of our Sa- 
viour ? or it was to continue in his Church, after 
his Death, under the Apoſtolical Adminiſtration, 
in the ſame manner it had done, under his own 
immediate Government and Inſpection ? And 
here it will be neceſſary to inquire, Whether our 
Lord did really, before his Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, appoint any Perſon or Perſons to ſucceed 
him as his Deputies and Vice-gerents, in the Ad- 
miniſtration of his Kingdom, and to exerciſe that 
Authority after his Departure, which himſelf | 
alone exerciſed then preſent ? 

Tur Account which the Scriptures give us of 
this Matter, is as follows : 

Our Saviour Chriſt, having raiſed himſelf 
from the Dead, and being now ſhortly to leave 
the World, and aſcend to his Father, and con- 
ſequently no longer capable of governing his 
Church in a viſible manner, he appeared to his 
Apoſtles, who were aſſembled together by his 
ſpecial Appointment, and gave them this remark- 
able Commiſſion : As my Father hath ſent me, even 
fo ſend I you: And when be had ſaid this, be 
breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghoſt*. Now it evidently and moſt de- 
monſtrably appears from theſe Words, That the 
Apoſtles, who before had enjoy'd only the ſecond 
Order in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, were, preſently 
after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, .to be tranſlated to 
the firſt, and to be inveſted with the ſame exten- 
five Power and Authority, which he himſclf had 


* John xx. 21, 22. 
all 
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all along exerciſed before them. As my Father 
ſent me, that is, to govern the Church, and to 
grant Commiſſions to others, to execute the mi- 
niſterial Office under me; ſo nom T ſend you, from 
henceforth to exerciſe the ſame Government and 
Authority in my ſtead, and to commiſſion other 
inferior Miniſters under you, as ye have ſeen me 
do before you, were 

NoTHING certainly then can be more plain 
and inconteſtable, than that our Saviour did, by 
this Commiſſion, actually ſubſtitute the Apoſtles 
in his ſtead, and delegate his whole Power and 
Authority to them. And this will be further con- 
firm'd, if we conſider, that in the ſame manner, 
wherein our Saviour was initiated -into his Office, 
were the Apoſtles initiated into theirs. Though 
from his miraculous Conception he was anointed 
to be the great High-Prieſt, and the ſovereign 
Mediator between God and Man; yet he never 
pretended to exerciſe any Part of that ſacred Of- 
fice, till anointed a ſecond time, by the viſible 

| Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him: So" the 
Apoſtles, tho“ they receiv'd their Commiſſion 
immediately after Chriſt's Reſurrection, and wete 
breath'd upon, and bid receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
yet were not to meddle with their Miniſtry, till 
authoriz'd by the viſible Miſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt from Heaven x. As our Saviour receiv*d 
the Unction of the Holy Ghoſt at his Baptiſm 3 
ſo the Apoſtles were to be baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt, not many Days after his Aſcenſion f. Our 
Saviour appointed them a Kingdom, as bis Father 
had appointed him t. Our Saviour had Power 0 
forgive Sins on Earth l. And whoſe-foever Sint the 
Apoſtles ſhould remit, they were to be remitted; 


447 1. 4.58. f Al u. 1, Ge. + Luke 2211/29. | Arr. r. 6. 
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and whoſe-ſoever Sins they ſhould retain, they were 
to be retained. 

Ax in Conſequence of this Power granted by 
our Saviour to the Apoſtles, and out of an in- 
fallible Aſſurance that it was his Will, that the 
three diſtin&t Orders ſhould be kept up and con- 
tinued in his Church; we preſently find them in- 
ſtituting the Order of Deacons , to ſupply the 
Place of the Seventy, who were now raiſed to the 
Dignity of the ſecond Order, which the Apoſtles 
ne before poſſeſſed. Tis true, the Deacons are 
ſaid to have been ordain'd to take care of the Wi- 
dows and the Poor, in the daily Miniſtration. But 
we ſoon ſee they were likewiſe ordain'd for other 
Purpoſes, viz. to preach and to baptize; which 
was the Bufineſs of the Seventy, during the Life 
of our Saviour. They likewiſe ordain'd, as Ne- 
ceſſity required, Presbyters, or Miniſters of the 
fecond Order, in every Church +, to feed the Church 
0 * which he hath purchaſed with bis own 

bod}. . 

Tu us it manifeſtly appears, that in the Time 
of the Apoſtles, as well as of our Saviour, we 
find three diſtinct and different Orders of Mini- 
ſters in the Church: Firſt, the Apaſtles, who ſuc- 
ceeded in the Place of our Saviour : Secondly, the 
Seventy, and other Presbyters, who ſupply'd the 
Place of the Apoſtles : And laſtly, the Deacons, in- 
ſtituted to ſupply the Place of the Seventy. 

- Tas next Inquiry wilt be, Whether theſe three 
diſtin&t Orders were to be perpetually continued 
in the Church, or were to ceaſe after the Demiſe 
of the Apoſtles ? 71 

I x has been already proved, that our Savio 

Chriſt inſtituted three Orders of Miniſters in his 
Church; and that his Succeſſors the Apoſtles 


; ® Folm xx. 23. r Aa vi. + As xiv. 23. Ad, xx. 28. 
thought 
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thought themſelves obliged, in the molt ſacred 
and inviolable manner, to obſerve the ſame Inſti- 
tution, without even the moſt remote Intimation 
of its being diſcontinued after their Death. Ang 
is not this a ſufficient Indication to any unpreju- 
diced and reaſonable Perſon, that it was to remajn 
fix'd, permanent and unalterable ? | 
B ESI D ES, as the Church is a regular Society, 
and cannot ſubſift without a proper Subordination 
of Officers; it is natural to preſume, that had 
our Saviour or his Apoſtles deſign'd any Altera- 
tion in its Government after their Deceaſe, they 
could not have failed to inſtruct Mankind upon 
that Head, in Proportion to the 1 of 
the Affair, and to the Clearneſs and Evidence of 
their own former Iaſtitutions. How much more 
rational then is it to ſuppoſe, that as the three Or- 
ders of the Fewi/ſþ Prieſthood, which are Types 
of the Cbriſtian, were to continue by a conſtant 
Succeſſion, till the Diſſolution of the Mai ca 
Oeconomy; ſo likewiſe were thoſe of the Chriſtian, 
ſo long as that Oeconomy ſhould laſt ? which we | 
are aſſured from Scripture, will be as long as the 
World, And certainly, if we do ſuppole theſe 
Orders inſtituted by God, as well as thoſe under 
the Moſaical Diſpenſation; we ought to conclude, 
that till it ſhall be his Will to alter or diſcontinue 
chem, they muſt remain in the ſame immutable 
Situation; and that no Authority leſs than of the 
Inſtitutor, is ſufficient to diſannul or change an 
Inſtitutioun. 1222 2 
Ap that our Saviour Chriſt did really intend 
this Inſtitution of his to continue unto the End of 
the World, we have ſufficient Evidence, in that 
remarkable Promiſe he made to his Apoſtles, at 
the time of granting them their Commiſſion: And 
ho, I am with you alway, ſays he, even unta the End 
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of the World, Amen*. Now it is plain from the 

ontext, that this Promiſe was not made to 
Chriſtians in general, but only to ſuch as were 
authorized to diſciple, teach, and baptize in the 
Name of Chriſt ; conſequently was peculiar to 
the Apoſtles, whom he had before ſent, as him- 
ſelf had been ſent by the Father. Ir is likewiſe 
as plain, that this Promiſe not only related to the 
Perſons of the Apoſtles, but to a Succeſſion of 
others in the ſame Office after them. For how 
elſe could he be with them unto the End of the 
World, when not one of the Apoſtles lived four- 
ſcore Years after our Saviour's Aſcenſion? 

I «Now, ſome People, in order to elude the 
Force of this Argument, pretend, that the Words, 
which we tranſlate, tbe End of the Worldf, ſhould 
only be rendered, the End of that Age, i, e. the 
Fewiſh, which ended with the Deſtruction of Jeru- 


fſalem by Titus. But theſe Men who talk thus, 


would do well firſt ro prove, that Preaching the 
Goſpel, Diſcipling, KN | Baptizing all Nations, 
were Ordinances appointed to laſt no longer than 
till the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and conſequently 
that Chriſtianity muſt then have ceaſed too : Be- 
cauſe, if the Ordinances are to be continued, ſo 
are the Perſons alſo commiſſioned. to adminiſter 
em, 

fb ESIDEs, if the Benefits of this Promiſe were 
to continue until, and expire with, the Deſtru- 
Qion of Jeruſalem, i it will be a very difficult Task 
to ſhew, how this Promiſe was made good to ſach 
of the Apoſtles, as died before that memorable 
Event; 15 what became of St. Jobn's Commiſſion 
after, fince he ſurvived it ſeyeral Years. ” 


nun rrvin. 10 4 Erica 15 4558. 


To 


z 


METHOD ISM Diſplay d. 37 
To theſe Reaſons, for the Perpetuity of the 
three diſtin Orders of Miniſters under the Chri- 


ſtian Diſpenſation, we may further add, that the 
Apoſtles did, in Fact, ordain others to ſucceed 


them in their Office and Miniſtry, as our Saviour 


had before ordain'd them to ſucceed him; and 
that there really was a conſtant Succeſſion of 
Miniſters of the Apoſtolical Order, and inveſted 
with the ſame Authority and Powers, in the ſuc- 
ceeding Apes of the Church. | 

Bor here it will be neceſſary to obſerve by 
the way, that after the Death of the Twelve Apoſtles ; 
their Sueceſſors in the Miniſtry and Government 
of the Church, out of Modeſty, and Deference 
to their Predeceſſors, refuſed to be called any 
longer by the Name of Apoſtles, and aſſumed that 
of Biſhops, which before appertain'd to the Mini- 
ſters of the ſecond Order, and was promiſcuouſly 
uſed with that of Presbyters*. And that after 
the Deceaſe of St. John, the laſt of the Twelve 
Apoſtles, the three Orders are expreſly diſtin- 


guiſhed under the reſpective Titles of, Biſhops, 


Prieſts, and Deacons; and under the ſame Deno- 
mination have been tranſmitted down in continual 
Succeſſion to this very Time. To proceed then: 
Wx are aſſured from Scripture, that after 
St. Paul had planted Churches at Epbeſus, and in 
Crete, he appointed Timotby and Titus their re- 
ſpective Governors in chief, with full Authority 
to do every thing relating to the Apoſtolical of. 
fice, and as ſuperior to the other Orders of Prieſts 
and Deacons, To convince any reaſonable Man 
of the Truth of this, I ſhall only recommend 
the reading of St, PauPs Epiſtles to Timothy and 
Titus; which, I preſume, are ſuch inconteſtable 
Evidences of what is here aſſerted, that nothing 


* Vid. Pſeudo- Ambrof. Comment. in Epiſt. ad Timoth, 
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but the greateſt Pbſtinacy, Perverſeneſs, or Stu- 
idity, 1s able to reſiſt them. St. James, tis well 
wn, was conſtituted Biſhop of Zeruſalem, im- 
mediately after the Aſcenſion of our Saviour, and 
before the Apoſtles had diſpers'd for the Work 
of the Miniſtry. After him ſucceeded Simeon the 
Son of Cleophas, Fuſtus, Zaccheus, Tobias, with ſeve- 
ral others, enumerated by Euſebius , all of the 
Fewiſh Race, before the final Extermination of 
the Jeus by the Emperor Adrian, about the Year 
of our Lord 133. To Mark Biſhop of Alexandria 
ſucceeded Auianus, being ordain'd ſome Years be- 
fore the Death of St. Peter and St. Paul>. Linus 
was ardain'd by St. Peter and St. Paul, the firſt 
Biſhop of Rome; to whom ſurceeded Anacletus, 
Clemens, and ſo on ©. St. Ignatius ſucceeded Eva- 
dius in Antiach, by the Ordination of St. Peter 9, 
St. Polycarp was erdain'd Biſhop of Smyrna, by 
the Apoſtles, ſays Irenaus , meaning St. John f. 
Dionyſius at Athens 8. Oneſimus at Epbeſus*. Archip- 
pus at Colaſſe i. Caius at Thaſfulonica k. But to enu- 
merate all thoſe who were ordain'd by the Apoſtles, 
and conſtituted Biſhops in the ſeveral Churches of 
Chriſtendom, would be as tedious as unneceſſary 
in the preſent Caſe ; thoſe already mentioned be- 
ing more than ſufficient for that Purpoſe. _ 

. I 8HALL therefore now only ſubjoin a few Teſti- 
monies of ſome of the moſt eminent and ancient 
Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, in relation to the 
three diſtin miniſterial Orders before us; as they 
are the ableſt and propereſt Judges of the Deſigns 
and Intentions of the Apoſtles concerning this 
Matter, and beſt qualify'd to give us a true and 
Juſt Account of their Practices and Inſtitutions. 


Exel. Lib. rv. c. 1 d bid. Lib. u. c. 24. Iren. Lib. 
m. c. 3. J Che. Homil. in Ignat. p. 499. © Ibid. f Tertull. 
Lib. de Praſcript. Har. cap. xxx11. E Euſeb. Lib. iv. c. 23. Þ Ibid. 
m. 35. * St. mr. in 4 Colo. * Origen. Lib. x. n 
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Tax firſt Teftimony I ſhall cite on this Occa- 
fion, is that of St. Ignatius, who having been 
Biſhop of Antioch forty Years, and ſuffer d Mar- 
tyrdom about three or four Years after the Death 
of St. John, muſt have been cotemporary with ſe- 
veral of the Apoſtles, and conſequently well ac- 
quainted with their Doctrine and Practice, and the 
Nature and Conſtitution of the Primitive Church. 
In his Epiſtle to the Magneſians he has theſe 
Words, I exhort you, that ye be diligent to 
4 do every thing in the Unity of God, your 
« Biſhop preſiding in the Place of God, the 
& Presbyters as the Apoſtolical Council, and the 
« Deacons, moſt dear to me, as the Miniſters of 
« Teſus Chriſt *.” In his Epiſtle to the Tralliens, 
he ſays, It is neceſſary, in Conformity to your 
e preſent Practice, that ye do nothing without 
% your Biſhop: But be ye alto ſuhject to the 
« Presbytery, as to the Apoſtles of Chriſt Jeſus 
« our Hope Ic behoves alſo the Deacons, 
cc who are the Myſtery of Jeſus Chrift, by all 
«© means to pleaſe all Men f.“ Again, In like 
ce manner do all of you reverence the Deacons, 
« as the Command of Jeſus Chrift ; the Biſhop, 
&« as Jeſus Chriſt the Son of the Father; and 
«© the Presbyters, as the Council of God, and So- 
er ciety of Apoſtles .“ Theſe, out of a very 
* Tlaperms iv dc“: O500, oToud attire wdvra medaras, 
erroxallnuirov Te trioxbrou iis Toroy Oc00, xai Toy e u- 
t eis Toroy Guvepiev Tav aToxonal, xa} Twr Srareras, 
| Tal £{40} YAUXUTd4TEV, BETISevMvaY iakoiay Ingen Kpiood. 
Ad Magn. c. 6. 
+ *Arayxadion ory ker, dert mrordiTe, dveu d iu 
under medaev vas dAAG UTOFAUSYSE zel To api CuTt- 
| fey, ws Tois droroags Ind Xe Ths GATISG. nay mom 
Aw 5 e Tovg Sraxorous GTA urngeer nos Nhe, xard 
dre Terrov 74 o1y dpeoxew. Ad Trail. cap; 2. 
Onio arri EvTpeTiduody Tels ,L ws EvToANY 
Inos KXgivs, xa sn ws lucy Kpioey, arte Tidy Te 
Tietpdy Tous 5 pee Cruse ws Cvridpor te, xa] ws c- 
Jie wor &To5bAGY. 1bid, cap. 3. ; 
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large Number to the ſame Purpoſe, are ſufficient 
to ſhew us the Opinion of this holy Father and 
artyr. ag: Gale: wy 
THz next I ſhall mention, is Iren tus, a Diſ- 
ciple of Polycarp, Cotemporary with St. Ignatius, 
who was firſt a Presbyter, and afterwards Biſhop 
o Lyons in France, about the Year of our Lord 
167. 3 
% Wæ are able, ſays be, to reckon up thoſe 
& who were ordain'd Biſhops in the ſeveral 
<< Churches by the Apoſtles, and who were 
& their Succeſſors down to the preſent Times . 
Which Succeſſion of Biſhops he makes an Argu- 
ment againft the Innovations of the Heretics, who 
could ſhew no ſuch Succeſſion, and conſequently 
were Intruders, and Diſturbers of the Peace and 
Unity of the Church. 
_ ABovT the fame Time lived Hegeſippus, who, 
in a Fragment quoted by Euſebius, ſays, that 
& he had converſed with a great many Biſhops, 
© who were all unanimous in teaching the ſame 
te Doctrine +.” 
Tux next Author is Clemens of Alexandria, who 
| flouriſhed about the Year 192, and was the moſt 
learned Perſon of his Time. 8 
He tells us, There are Precepts innumerable 
tc contain'd in the ſacred Writings, which concern 
& particular Perſons; ſome in relation to Presby- 
c jers, others to Biſhops, others to Deacons, and 


* Habemus annumerare cos, qui ab Apoſtolis inſtituti ſunt 
Epiſcopi in Eccleſiis, & ſucceſſores eorum aſque ad nos. Tren. 
Lib. 111. cap. 3» | 


+ and, ws FAQs ETITHOTOS TUUPRIE gy xa ag 
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„ Widows *,” Again, Here in the Church, 


„ the Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, are, 


* in my Opinion, Repreſentations of the Angelic 
e Glory +.” 


I M1GHrT, in the next Place, produce the Au- 


thorities of Tertullian, Origen, St. Cyprian, Firmi- 


lian, Euſebius, the Apoſtolical Canons, and the Hiſto- 
ries of all Councils, both before and ſince the great 
Council of Nice. But it will be ſufficient at pre- 
ſent to ſay, that they all unanimouſly agree in 
this one Point, that the Government of Chriſt's 

Church was committed to the three diſtinct Or- 
ders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; and that as 
this Inſtitution was firſt ſettled by Curift and his 
Apoſtles, ſo it has hitherto continued, and is to 
continue in the Church, ſo long as a Church ſhall 
remain upon Earth. 

IF this then be the Caſe, as it moſt certainly is, 
| how it can be lawful for mere Laymer and Wo- 
men, unauthorized and uncommiſſionꝰd, to preach 
and expound the Word of God in the public 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, I muſt own, is above my 
Comprehenſion. Even in Civil Affairs, when- 
ever any Perſon invades the Rights and Proper- 
ties of another, it is calPd Injuſtice, Treachery, 
and Uſurpation: What then muſt we call an In- 
vaſion of the miniſterial Function, for the Per- 
formance of which our Lord has expreſly ſet 
_ a particular Order of Men, inveſted with 

a proper Character and Commiſſion for that Pur- 
poſe? And we are very plainly told by St. Paul, 


* Mupioe 5 Goat umrhicar is apoowra SHASKTE Prereirou- 
c, £YV* ſe929:T &1 Tels 6 Not reti g A9 al 2 r pect u- 
reges, dt Y e ο,; dt 5 ννej ,, dANGL . Strom. 
Lib. vi. p. 667. 
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ſpeaking of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, that no one 
taketh this Honour to bimſelf, but be that is called of 
God, as was Aaron*. Which is agreeable to what 
he further ſays in his Epiſtle to the Romans 4, How 
ſhall they call on him, in whom they have not be- 
lieved? And bow ſhall they believe in him, of whom 
they bave not beard ? And how ſhall they hear with- 
out a Preacher? And how ſhall they preach, except 
they be ſent? And with reſpect to Women, the 
ſame Apoſtle gives this Direction; Let your Wo- 
men keep Silence in the Aſſemblies : For it is not per- 
mitted unto them to ſpeak ;, but they are commanded 
to be under Obedience kr. And in the next Verſe, 
It ts a Shame for Women to ſpeak in the Aſſemblies. 
And this he expreſly calls Uſurpation, in his firſt 
Epiſtle to Timothy || ; 1 ſuffer not a Woman, ſays he, 
to teach, nor to uſurp Authority over the Man, but 
to be in Silence. 

Ap conformable to this was the conſtant and 
invariable Practice of the whole Chriſtian Church, 
for many Ages after the Apoſtles : In which time 
we have no one Inſtance of any Perſon taking 
upon himſelf this Office of miniſtring in ſacred 
Things, without a proper and legal Authority 
conferred upon him, by Epiſcopal Ordination. 
This novel Practice of intruding arbitrarily into 
the Miniſtry, is of no longer ſtanding than the 
Reformation ; being introduced by a few Enthu- 
ſiaſts, of more Zeal than Prudence, who in ſe- 
parating from the Church of Rome, thought no 
Reformation could be perfect, ſo long as the 
leaſt Similitude ſhould remain of that corrupt and 
idolatrous Church : And therefore, out of Hatred 
to the tyrannical Government, which they. ſaw 
every-where exerciſed by the Romaniſts, they had 
recourſe to the other Extreme of Anarchy and 


* Heb, v. 4. + Rom. x. 14, 15+ F 1 Cor. xv. 34. ||1 Tim.n.12, 
Confuſion, 
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Confuſion, equally dangerous and deſtructive to 
Religion. 

Ap now, I preſume, it is evident to Demon- 
ſtration, that thoſe who teach Men to deſpiſe the 
above-mention'd Inſtitution of Chriſt, and pretend 
that mere Laymen, or Women, may miniſter in 
the Congregation of Chriſtians, are ſo far from 
being actuated by -the Spirit of God, that they 
muſt be look'd upon as the moſt impious Cheats 
and Impoſtors : Unleſs we ſuppoſe God Almighty 
a rigid and auſtere Governor, who after having 
promulged a Set of the moſt juſt and equitable 
Laws, in the moſt plain and conſpicuous man- 
ner, and declared them perpetual and unalter- 
able, under the Penalty of the moſt exquiſite Pu- 
niſhments ; ſhould yet privately commiſſion ſome 
obſcure Perſons to repeal or alter them ar Plea- 
ſure, without enabling them to produce any Cre- 
dentials of their Commiſſions ; and ſhould puniſh 
any Diſobedience to the Ordinances of theſe pre- 
tended Delegates, in the ſame manner as to hi 
own : A Suppoſition too injurious to the mo 
abandon'd Wretch, that ever exerciſed Auth 
rity upon Earth; much more to that juſt an 
all-good Being, who is of purer Eyes than to bebol 
Iniquity, and who will always do what is equitable 

and right, in his Government of the World. | 
Ap I. heartily wiſh they would conſider this 
who thus wantonly diſpenſe with the divine Laws; 
and in ſpite of the moſt ſacred Inſtitutions, ſacri 
legiouſly intrude themſelves into thoſe Offices, t 
which others have been delegated in Excluſion to 

the reſt of Mankind. 
3 SACRILEGE of Function, ſays Sir Henry 
« Spelman *, is, when thoſe that are not call'd 


ce to the Office of the Prieſthood or Miniſtry, do 


* Hiſt, of Sacrilege, Chap. v. 
G 2 6s uſurp 
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* uſurp upon it.” And as the Deſign of his 


Hiſtory is to give us an Account of the tem- 
poral Judgments, which have in all Ages been 
the Fate of ſacrilegious Perſons, he inſtances in 
Gideon, Saul, Uzzab and Uzziab; infinuating at 
the ſame time, what others have Reaſon to ex- 
pect likewiſe, who impiouſly dare to be guilty of 
the ſame Crime. | 

Bur however, tho* God's Jude ments are not 
always abroad in the Earth, and it is ſometimes 
more ſuitable to the Ends and Deſigns of his Pro- 
vidence, that wicked Men ſhould be ſuffer'd to 
enjoy a Flow of Proſperity and Succels in this 
World; yet the remarkable Puniſhments that 
have often been inflicted on notorious Sinners in 
this Life, ought to be ſo many ſad Memento's to 
thoſe who have hitherto eſcaped the ſame juſt 
Vengeance, that that there is ſtill ſome reſerved 
Misfortune, in the Magazine of Heaven, hang- 
ing over their Heads, and uit ready to fall upon 
them; perhaps in this World, but moſt certainly 
in that future State of Hereafter, where all the 
Actions of Men ſhall meet with their due Recom- 
pence and Reward. 

IV. A Fourth Doctrine of theſe Enthuſiaſts, 
which carries along with it a molt certain Mark 
of Impoſture, is, That it is poſjzble for a Man to live 
without Sin: That themſelves actually do ſo : And 
that Regeneration, or the New-Birth neceſſary 10 
Salvation, conſiſts in an abſolute and intire Freedom 
from all kind of Sin whatſoever. 

THAT no Man, ſince the Fall of our firſt un- 
happy Parents, was ever free from the Pollution 
of Sin, we are abundantly aſſured from Scripture. 
The Imaginations of Man's Though!s are only evil 
continually *, The Imagination of Man's Heart is 


* Gen. Vl. 5. 


4 evil 
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evil from his Youth a. There is no Man that ſinn 
not b. The juſt Man falleth ſeven lines a Day e. 
There is none that doth Good, no not one*. I kn 
that in me (that is, in my Fleſh) dwelleth no g9od 
Thing e. If wwe ſay that we bave no Sin, we dec 
ourſelves, and the Truth is not in usf. And this; I 
think, is ſufficient to convince any reaſonable Map, 
that that Spirit cannot be from God, which teaches 
that a Man may live without Sin, when God h 
ſo expreſly revealed the contrary. Not to meh- 
tion the intolerable Pride and Preſumption, whi 
is the Foundation of this unhappy Deluſion, I 
would only obſerve, that nothing can be better 
calculated to throw good well-meaning People 
into the deepeſt Melancholy and Deſpair, than to 
make their Salvation depend upon a perfect un- 
{inning Obedience, which no Men ever yet did 
or ever ſhall perform ; and inſtead of which, th: 
Goſpel has preſcribed the Duty of Repentance 
as of equal Efficacy and Virtue. 

V. A Fiſth Mark of Impoſture I ſhall men; 
tion, 1s that cruel, uncharitable, and conſequently 
unchriſtian Doctrine, which denounces eternal Death 
and Damnation on all, who cannot conform to the 
ridiculous Sentiments of theſe mad Devotionaliſts, | 
but think themſelves obliged to worſhip God in 
the way they judge beſt, and moſt agreeable to 
Reaſon and Scripture. 

VARIOus have been the Opinions of Man- 
kind, in different Ages, and under different Diſ. 
penſations, concerning the Means of obtaining 
Salvation. The Heathen Philoſophers have laid 
it down as a Rule, that the Honour and Glory of 
God is better promoted by Variety and different 
Methods of Worſhip, than by Unity and Una- 


— th W 


2 Gen. vil. 21. b 1 Kings vit. 46. © Prov. xxiv. 16. XIV. 3. 
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nimity ; and conſequently, the greater Diverſity 
there is in the Devotions of Men, the more 1s 
God pleaſed and delighted with them. Mahomet 
has declared in his Alcoran, that whatever Reli- 
gion a Man is of, he is equally acceptable to God, 
if he ſincerely and faithfully ſerves him: And 
this Opinion ſeveral good - natured and charitable 
Chriſtians have likewiſe eſpouſed. On the con- 
trary the Roman Catbolics and Methodiſts allow 
no Salvation to any, but ſuch as are of their re- 
ſpective Communions, and who have implicitly 
ſubſcribed to the pretended Infallibility of their 
particular Churches. Others (which is alſo the 
Senſe of the Church of England) affirm, that none 
can have any fœderal Certainty of Salvation, but 
ſuch only as profeſs the Religion of Chriſt; in 
Conſideration of whoſe Death alone it is, that 
Mankind can obtain Pardon of their Sins, the 
Favour of God, and conſequently be ſaved. But 
in what manner God will be pleaſed to deal with 
thoſe, who never yet heard the Name of Chriſt 
preached among them, as he has no-where told 
us, ſo we do not preſume to determine. Never- 
theleſs, we piouſly and charitably believe, from 
the Mercy and Benignity of God, that he will 
not be wanting to thoſe who endeavour, to the 
utmolt of their Power, to live up to the Rules of 
right Reaſon, and conſcientiouſly to perform all 
ſuch Duties, as natural Religion has abundantly 
diſcovered and preſcribed to Mankind. 

TA a fœderal Certainty of Salvation is only 
to be obtain'd by the Name of Chriſt, we are 
aſſured from ſeveral Texts of Scripture. St. 
Peter tells us, There is no Salvation in any other : 
For there is none other Name under Heaven given 
among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved*, And 


Ac, iv. 12. 


elſe- 
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elſewhere, Through his Name, whoſoever believeth 
in him, ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins a. Jeſus 
himſelf tells us, Mhoſoever believeth in bim, Hall 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life*. Again, He 
that believeth on him, 1s not condemned : But be that 
believeth not, is condemned already e. And a little 
after, He that believeth on the Son, hath hy" 196 5 
Life: And he that believeth not on the Son, ſhall 1 

ſee Life; but the Wrath of God abideth on him d. 

FROM theſe Texts (to which I might have 
added many more to the ſame Purpoſe) it is very 
evident, that all thoſe to whom the Religion of 
Chriſt has been revealed, are under an indiſpen- 
ſable Obligation to believe it, and to perform all 
the Conditions required by it in order to Salva- 
tion, But as for thoſe who have never heard of 
this Religion, we charitably apply thoſe Words 
of St. Paul before-mention'd : How can they call 6 
him, in whom they have not believed? And bow can 
they believe in him, of whom they have not heard f? 
And alſo thoſe of St. Peter to Cornelius; Of| a 
Truth I perceive, that God is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons; but in every Nation, he that feareth him, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him f. Whic h | 
Words do, not remotely, intimate to us, that 
God is not an auſtere Maſter, ſo he requireth no 
more than he has committed to us; but will ac- 
cept us in Proportion to the Uſe we make of the 
different Meaſure of Light, he has been pleaſec 
to afford us. 

T ro? nothing is more clear and plain, than that 
Pardon of Sin, in order to Salvation, is expreſſy 
limited, in the Goſpel, to the Believing in the Name 2 
of Chriſt, and in Conſideration of his Suffering, 
and Death ; yet every good-natured and humane 


Ads x. 43. b Fohn 11.16. © Ibid, 18. © Ibid. 36. 
© Rom.X. 14. Ads x. 34, 35. 
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Chriſtian will confine theſe Limitations to ſuch as 
have had Opportunity of being admitted into this 
Covenant of Grace, and not extend them to thoſe 
who have never heard of ſuch a Covenant. As 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel do not belong to thoſe 
who never heard of them; ſo it is reaſonable to 
preſume, they are not liable to the poſitive De- 
nunciations of Wrath and Judgment, which are 
there threatened to ſuch as depart from the Terms 
of their Profeſſion. We ought therefore to leave 
them to the uncovenanted Mercies of God, and 
not take upon us to diſpenſe his Frowns or Fa- 
vours, according to our own narrow Conceptions 
of Things, or pretend to unfold thoſe Myſteries, 
which he has thought proper to keep ſecret and 
remote from the Apprehenſions of Men. 

Ap if it be thus cruel and uncharitable to 
devote and damn even thofe who are out of the 
Covenant of Grace, and have no explicit Promiſe 
of Salvation ; What are we to think of theſe im- 
placable and auſtere Judges, who deny Salvation 
even to Chriſtians: themſelves, unleſs they con- 
form to their particular Sect or Profeſſion, tho? 
in Oppoſition to the cleareft Evidences both of 
Reaſon and Scripture ? 

Tre Queſtion then here. is, Whether we Our- 
ſelves are at Liberty to judge of Matters relating 
to Religion, and to form our Practice according 
to the Reſult of ſuch. Judgment; or we are im- 
plicitly to ſubmit to the Determinations and Deci- 
ſions of thoſe pretended Apoſtles and Miſſionaries 
of Heaven ? 

A Ric r of private Judgment in all their 
Affairs, whether Spiritual or Civil, is ſo un- 
queſtionable and eſſential a Property of all Man- 
kind, that they can never be induced to give it 
up, but in Submiffion to the expreſs Authority 
of God, the Supreme Judge and Governor of the 

Univerſe. 
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Univerſe. God Almighty is a Being omniſeien 
and infallible, and whenever *tis his good Pleaſur 
to reveal any thing to us, it is our indiſpenſab 
Duty to acquieſce in it, without the leaſt Heſit 
tion or Suſpicion whatſoever. But then our Rea 
ſon (which a great Author “ ſays. muſt be our J 
Judge and Guide in every thing) is ſtill to be calle 
in, to affiſt us in this important Queſtion, Whes: 


ther, what is pretended as ſuch, be really a Reve- 


lation or not? If then God Almighty has actually 
endued any Perſon or Perſons with an infallible 
Spirit, and an abſolute, unerring Power and Au- 
thority to judge for others in Matters of Reli- 
gion; we are indiſpenſably obliged to ſubmit to 
their Determinations, and to reſign up all natural 
Rights and Claims whatſoever, that may any way 
interfere with this divine and ſovereign Preroga- 
tive. But ſtill we are not implicitly. to believe 
every Pretender to Infallibility ; but to make the 
beſt Uſe we can of our Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, in the Examination of ſuch Evidences as are 
produced for the Support of ſo important a Chim, 
and to form our Judgment according to the Re- 
ſulr of the ſtricteſt and moſt ſevere Scrutiny, If 
then, upon the moſt careful Inquiry, it does not 
appear either from Reaſon or Scripture, that God 
Almighty has at this time endued any Perſon. or 
Perſons whatſoever with a Spirit of Infallibilicy, 
and conſequently with an abſolute Right to pre- 
ſcribe to the Conſciences of others, in Matters of 
Religion; it follows by neceſſary Implication, that 
every Man has a natural Right to judge for him- 
ſelf in ſuch Matters, where the Scriptures are 
filent, and God Almighty has not thought pro- 
per to interpoſe, or to give poſitive Directions. 


* LOCKE's Eſſay, b. Iv. c. 19. 5 14. 
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Ab if we have all the Reaſon in the World 
to believe there 1s no ſuch thing as Infallibility 
upon Earth, but that private Perſons, Popes, 
Churches, and General Councils, have all equally 
erred ; how much leſs ought we to pin our Faith 
upon the Sleeves of theſe Methodical Viſionaries, 
who are daily guilty of ſuch notorious Impoſtures, 
to ſupport their Authority, and whoſe Deluſions 
are ſo glaring and conſpicuous, that one would 
really imagine, a reaſonable Perſon could hardly 
be deceived by them ! | | 

Lr us not then be afraid of thoſe religious 
Madmen, who, with ſuch a Profuſion of Extra- 
vagance, caſt Fizebrands, Arrows and Death around 
them, and pour out Hell and Damnation with ſo 
liberal an Hand: But rather conſider, that this is 
one ſure Sign, 1hey know not what manner of Spirit 
they are F; that God hath certainly not ſpoken by 
them ; but that whoever walks before him in Sin- 
cerity, and unfeigned Humility, and endeavours 
to ſerve and obey him according to the beſt of 
his Judgment and Power, ſhall one Day be re- 
warded by him, notwithſtanding all the vain Ma- 
lice, and impotent Threatnings, of ſuch impious 
Deceivers of Mankind. 

VI. AxoTHER Doctrine which carries along 
with it a moſt conſpicuous and flagrant Mark ct 
Impoſture, is, That in order to be true Chriſtians, 
we are abſolutely to abandon and renounce all worldly 
Enjoyments and Poſſeſſions whatſoever ; to have all 
Things in common among ſt one another z and intirely to 
negleft every thing in this Life, but Prayer and Medi- 
tation; to be always upon our Knees, and at our De- 
votion. 

__ Wxrar Miſchiefs this Doctrine (chiefly calcu- 
lated to amuſe and captivate the lazy and indolent 
Part of Mankind) has of late ' introduced among 
you, I am ſorry for the fad Occaſion of mention- 
1 <p 4 ing. 


MET RHOPDISM Diſplay d. 51 
ing. It is to me, and muſt be to all reaſonable 
Perſons, a moſt ſhocking and amazing Sight, tc 
behold Numbers of Families, from moderate and 
eaſy Circumſtances, reduced to Beggary and Ruin, 
and ſtarving in every Shape of Miſery and Wretch; 
edneſs, from this ridiculous Extravagancy of De. 
votion. How many uſeleſs Hands are now found 
in every Corner of your Pariſh, where Labour 
and Induſtry ſo lately flouriſhed, is ſufficiently 
known to the moſt incurious Obſerver. Hou 
Trade droops and decays, domeſtic Affairs are 
neglected, Children uneducated, and every Thing 
in Confuſion and Diſorder amongſt you, 1s tod 
notorious, and has been often lamented. 

Bur ſurely the good God and Father of Man 
kind would never have created and fixed us in 
World, where there is no ſuch thing as ſubſiſting 
without Labour and Pains, and yet require al 
our Time for his immediate Service, withou 
allowing us any Leiſure or Opportunity to take 
Care of ourſelves. This is the Characteriſtic of ; 
rigid and auſtere Maſter and Tyrant, but cat 
have no Place with a Being of infinite Juſtice 
Mercy, and Goodneſs. 

TRE very End and Deſign of our Errand anc 
Situation, in this Life, infers an abſolute Nece 
ſity of Induſtry and Labour, in our reſpeCtive 
Stations and Callings. This World is a State o 
Probation ; and according to our Behaviour anc 
Conduct in it, we are to be eternally happy o 
miſerable in another. To this End, many are the 
Duties which both natural and revealed Religion 
bind ſtrictiy upon us, and which we can nev 
perform without Induſtry and Diligence in ou 
ſeveral Stations and Profeſſions. | 

IT is an indiſpenſable Duty to endeavour tc 
preſerve that Life, which our great Creator haz 
siven us, till he thinks proper to reſume it again 

2 " ——_— 
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and thereby put an End to that State of Trial, 
for which we receiv'd it. And in order to this, 
Meat, Drink, and Cloathing, are as abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to us, as the Air we breathe in, or the due 
Circulation of the Blood and Spirits thro? the ſe- 
veral Avenues and Canals of our Bodies. But to 
the far greareſt Part of Mankind, the providin 
theſe immediate Requiſites of Being, Jeniandt 
the moſt indefatigable Care, and painful Induſtry, 
and the largeſt Portion of their Time and Study. 

Ir God Almighty has bleſſed us with Children, 
tis incambent upon us to endeavour the Preſerva- 
tion of their Lives, whilſt they are incapable of 
taking care for themſelves; and to make a de- 
_ Cent and proper Proviſion for them, in order to 
put them 1n'a Condition of performing their re- 
3 Duties, when Age and Maturity, and 

eir particular Relations in Life, call upon them 
for that Purpoſe. Hence ariſes a double Obliga- 
tion to Diligence and Induſtry, and a more ardent 
and aſſiduous Application of our Time and Care 
to temporal Affairs. 
Ir, by the Laws and Conſtitution of our Coun- 
try, we are called upon to act in ſome Civil Ca- 
pacity, and have any of the Rights, Properties, 
or Intereſts of Society committed to us; we are 
obliged to a faichful and conſcientious Diſcharge 
of our Office, and to execute the Truſt repoſed 
in us, in ſuch a manner, as that the Public may 
indeed reap the Advantage expected from us, 
and no Part of the Community ſuffer chro? our 
Default or Miſmanagement. But that this can- 
not be done without a great Expence of our Time, 
without conſtant and intenſe Labour and Study, 
is evident to every Perſon of common Senſe and 
Ingenuity... 
TES E natural Duties (not to mention any 
more of the ſame kind at preſent) are ſo * 
* 
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and diſtinctly inculcated in the Holy Sciiptures, 
are ſo frequently and earneſtly preſſed pon us, 
and in ſuch a numberleſs Variety of Inſtames, that 
no Perſon, the leaſt converſant in th: fac 
Writings, can be ignorant of them. And will 
any reaſonable Man ſay, that we are rligioufly 
obliged to purſue an End, and yet abſoltely pro 
hibired the only neceſſary Means to thatEnd ?|' 

ADD to this, that to exerciſe ourſeles in La- 


bour and Induſtry, is an Employment fitable and 


correſpondent to the Conſtitution an / Frame of 


our Nature, and by Conſequence a Dty of ſtriẽt 


and perpetual Obligation. To this'allhe Organs 
of our Body, and all the Faculties c our Soul; 
directly and naturally tend. To wit End are 
we furniſhed with Hands and Feet, ut to exers 
ciſe them in honeſt Labour and 'Paitwlneſs? 0 
what Uſe and Service are our Senſeso us, unleſs 
employ'd in ſuitable Entertainments, ad perpetual 
Action ? Our Reaſon and. Undetanding are 
active Principles, continually exerciſd about their 
proper Objects, impatient of Indomee and In- 
activity. Whenever then we ceaſe t be induſtii 
ous, we defeat the Deſign, and nſemploy th 
Gifts of our great Creator; we deaſe our Na+ 
ture, and affront its Author. | "Bp 
Bop Health, the moſt in valudle of all tem 
poral Bleſſings, is only to be obtaind by Indaitr) 
and Labour; while Pain and Sickeſs are che in- 
ſeparable Attendants on a lazy andſtothful Courſt 
of Life. It is with human Bodies as with all the 
reſt of Nature, where Motion preſerve every 
thing in its genuine Purity, and naive Perfection 
. a State 6 Reſt and Inaction NY rene 
it drooping, decaying, and dying. The Water 
ſoon es and ſtinks, 8 mutidy- ane 
offenſive, if the Courſe of its Motion be im- 
peded and ſtopt. The Air bæomes putrid anc 
—_ corrupt, 
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corrupt, and unfit for Reſpiration, if confined 
within rarrow Limits, and not agitated by ſalu- 
tary Fanings and Motions. of the Winds, In 
like mainer, the Blood and Spirits in the variqus 
Ducts aid Canals of the Body, unleſs kept in due 
Motion ind Temperature by proper Exerciſe, and 
moderate Labour, ſoon become languid and dull, 
and unalle to convey the neceſſary Nouriſnment 
to the ſeural Members; and by that means, oc- 
caſion Inrmities, Diſeaſes, and Death. 

Ap awe are thus, by our very Nature and 
8 formally framed for Induſtry and 
Labour; ſ, by God Almighty's particular De- 
ſignation, e were appointed to it from the Be- 
ginning. - Ne are told by Moſes, That the Lord 
toał Man, ad Put him into the Garden of Eden, to 
dreſs and to cep it *- 

AnD as i a State of Innocence and F elicity 
the Life of Ian was not to be ſuſtain'd, without 
his being coſtamly buſied in ſuitable Exerciſes 
and Entertaiments : So after the Fall of Diſobe- 
dience, he us laid under a far greater Neceſſity 
of taking Pas, and being induſtrious, as a juſt 
Puniſhment fr 'his Tranſgreſſion. To this End, 
The Ground us curſed for his ſake, to bring fort th 
Thorns and Tiſtles, and that in the Sweat of his 
Face be ſbouid ent Bread, until he returned unto 
the Cround fro . whence he was taken t. Agree- 

ably o what » tells us, That Man is born unto 
Labour, as the parłs fly upwards t. 
Iro it hg been objected to this, what our 
Saviou: tells hi Diſciples in his excellent Sermon 
upon tie Mount, Matt. vi. 25. Therefore I ſay 
unto yo, take n Thought for your Life, what ye 
Hall eat, or wh bp e foal drink; nor yet for your 
Body, wat ye ſha rei on, But to this I thall beg 


. wig. 4 Gen ry 174 18, IS, | + Fob v. 3. 
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Leave to anſwer, in the Words of our learned 


Whitby, in his admirable Comment upon this 


Place. We are nor, ' ſays he, to imagine, that 
«© Chriſt doth here forbid our provident Care 
* and Diligence in providing, by our hcaeſt 
* Labours, Things neceſſary for this preſent 
& Life, or even all Care of improving 'ourſehes, 


<< or getting Wealth by this means; for God 


* hath commanded us to labour with our Haids, 
« both for Proviſions for ourſelves and others, 
Epb. iv. 28. This alſo is the Reward God lath 
«+ promiſed to the diligent Hand, that it ſhall nate 
<© 45 rich; and theſe Enjoyments are uſeful, no 
& only for the Offices of Charity, bur alſo for he 
« flouriſhing Eſtate of Kingdoms and Commn- 
«< wwealths, and therefore cannot abſolutely be hr- 
« bidden. Nor can we reaſonably think, Chiſt 
«© here forbids all provident Concernment for e 
« Future, i. e. not only for the Morrow, but he 


« next Month or Year; all laying up Proviſims 


« of Corn, Wine, Oil, Money, which ceco 
6 mica] Wiſdom doth require, and Prudence h 
« all Governments, inſtructs Men to do. The 
« Solicitude therefore about theſe things forbi& 
« den here, is, 1. A Solicitade ariſing fro 
«« want of Faith, or a Surmiſe, that the Piri 
« Goodneſs may be wanting to us in things 
« Wiſdom ſeeth needful for us, ver. Zo. 2. AF 
<- oard to theſe things more than Spirituals, ant 
« with a comparative e Neglect of them: Ju can- 
« not ſerve God and Mammon; qu ve, and for 
ce this Cauſe, I ſay unto you, take no Thought, &c 
& 3. Such a Solicitude for theſe things as make; 
e us anxious, rends and afflicts our Hearts with 
« Fears, leſt we ſhould want them; as may be 
« gathered not only from the Import of the 
« Word wepturzr, but from the Reaſon affign'd 
50 * this Precept, ſufficient for the Day is = Evil 
| 66 Iperedf, 
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« thereof, i. e. the Cares and Troubles which 
e neceſſarily attend each Day.” 
IT yRBSUME now, from what has been ſaid upon 
this Subject, it can be no longer a Queſtion, whe- 
ther Induſtry and Labour be an innocent and 
lawjul thing ? ſince it is evident to every Man of 
conmon Senſe and Honelly, that we are ſtrictly 
and indiſpenſably bound to it, both by the Laws 
1 Religion, and the expreſs Revelation of 
Ir muſt be own'd indeed, that every Man 
upm Earth, be his Circumſtances what they will, 
os a certain Proportion of his Time to the Ser- 
vic of Almighty God; the Payment of which, 
no Conſideration whatſoever can diſpenſe with. 
Bu at the ſame time, it is as evident, that he 
likwiſe owes a certain Proportion to the Duties 
whch the Nature and Neceſſities of Humanity, 
ad the different Relations of Life, ſubject him 
te, and which are equally binding and indiſ- 
Enſable to him. What the determinate Pro- 
jortion of Time is, which every individual Man 
Wes to the Service of God, and to the temporal 
concerns of bis Life, can only be adjuſted by 
jarticular Circumſtances and Contingencies; will 
admit of no ſtated and general Rule, but will 
aſily appear to every honeſt and ingenuous 
Perſon, without the leaſt Danger of Error or 
Miſtake. | 
Anp if it be thus, not only lawful, but neeeſ- 
fry too, to ſeparate ſome Part of our Time from 
Religion, and the immediate Service of God, in 
order to the Preſervation of our Being, and a 
roper Diſcharge of the ſeveral Duties of Life; it 
is alſo both lawful and convenient, and ſometimes 
neceflary likewiſe, to indulge ſome Portion -of it 
to the moderate Amuſements and Pleaſures of this 
World, and to the gratifying our bodily A ppevires 
8 | an 
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and Inclinations in innocent Recreations and 
Diverſions. | * | 

IT is not eaſy to imagine, why God Almighty 
ſhould create us with a Variety of Paſſions and 
Appetites, and daily preſent to them proper Ob- 
jects for their reſpective Gratifications, and at the 
ſame time make it unlawful for us to gratify them 
in any other Degree, than barely to preſerve us| in 

a ſimple State of Exiſtence. 

To what End are we furniſhed with ſuch nice 
and diſtinguiſhing Palates, if no Difference is to 
be made between the Leeks and Onions of Eovpr, 
and the Milk and Honey of Canaan? If Herbs and 
Roots, the homely Food of our Antediluvian An- 
ceſtors, are the only Suſtenance allow'd for the 
_ Uſe of Mankind, why all thoſe numberleſs Crea- 
- tures, that ſwarm thro? the immeaſurable Regio 

of Earth, Air, and Seas, whoſe Fleſh affords ſo 
exquiſite a Reliſh, and ſo wholſome a Nutriment? 
If the infipid Acorn is ſo proper a Nouriſhment 
as the firſt Race of human Kind eſteem'd it, why 
do we find the charming Peach, and delicious 
Pine-apple, amidſt the Works of the Creation? 
If we are only to flake our Thirſt at the pure 
limpid Stream, why teems the Vine with ſwelling 
Cluſters, and pours out her purple Floods of the 
choiceſt Beverage? Why have we the Senſe of 
Smelling, if we are to make no Diſtinction 
between the nauſeous Stench of the Poppy, an 
the delicate Scent of the Roſe and Violet? T 
what Purpoſe has Providence painted the Tulip, 
Carnation, and Ranunculus, with ſuch an inimi- 
table Luſtre, and lovely Confuſion of Colours, 
the Eye is not to amuſe itſelf with beholding thei 
agreeable Charms, and endleſs Diverſity of Beau- 
ties? Why has Heaven put into our Minds the 
Ideas of Order, Symmetry, and Proportion, if it 
be unlawful to erect * Fabrics, to plan. 
3 ou 
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out regular Parterres, and to embelliih our Gar- 
dens with Viſta's, Avenues, and Caſcades? Why 
are we form'd with Minds ſo apt to be affected 
with fine Compoſitions, with tuneful Numbers, 
and the irreſiſtible Force of all-powerful Elo- 
quence, if it be unlawful to peruſe thoſe noble 
Writings, which the Greeks and Romans have left 
us; if nothing but downright Devotion is to be 
regarded by us; if Books of Piety are to be our 
only Amuſement and Study ? Whence all that pro- 
digious Variety of Metals, Minerals, and precious 
Stones, that lie buried in the Bowels of the Earth, 
if they muſt not be employ'd for the Uſe and 
Pleaſure of Man? Why labours the impriſon'd 
Silk-worm? and, hid for Months in lonely Durance, 
draws from her Bowels thoſe fine and {ſlender 
Threads, which at once ſurpriſe and delight us, 
if we are not to enjoy. her Labours, and adorn 
ourſelves with her Manufacture ? 

HE muſt have a very mean (I had almoſt ſaid, 
impious) Opinion of the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Juſtice of the Divine Author of Nature, who can 
imagine him exerting, his creating Power in the For- 
mation of ſo conſiderable a Creature as Man, and 
yet leave him in a more unnatural, imperfect State, 
than the very loweſt Part of the irrational World. 

Dip not our bleſſed Saviour come eating and 
drinking ? Was he not a Gueſt at Weddings, Sup- 
pers, and Entertainments? Did he not work a 
Miracle in converting Water into Wine, though 
the Company bad well drank, and conſequently 
had no Occaſion for more, but to anſwer the inno- 
cent Ends of Chearfulneſs and Mirth? Why are 
we adviſed by St. Paul, ſo to uſe the World as not 
to abuſe it“, if we are abſolutely to deſpiſe and con- 
tema it; and it be criminal to enjoy, in the leaſt 


* 1 Cor. vn. 31. 


Degree, 
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Degree, the good things of Life? If human 


Learning be inconſiſtent with the Character and 
Profeſſion of a Chriſtian, how came St. Paul to be 
ſo converſant in the Writings of the antient Greeks 
and Romans? Why is he ſo careful about his 
Rocks and Parchments, as to give a particular 
Charge to Timothy, to bring them to him“? Why 
does he ſo often quote the Greek Poets, and adopt 
their very Expreſſions into his own Writings? 
In Anſwer to all this, it is ſaid, that our Savi- 
our expreſly declares, That whoſoever he be that 
forſaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be his DiſcipleF. 
But here it is ſufficient to reply, That whatever 
we are to underſtand by for/aking all that we have, 
our Saviour could never intend to oblige us to 
renounce all the Enjoyments of this World; be- 
cauſe the Command would then be impious, as 


obliging us to put an End to our very Being it- 
ſelf, over which God Almighty has given us no 
Power, but intirely reſerved in his own abſolute 
and ſovereign Diſpoſal. It is a Mode of ſpeaking, 


very common with the inſpired Writers, to expreſs 
a thing abſolutely, which is only to be underſtood 
comparatively; and Commentators have left us 
this unexceptionable Rule, to direct us in ſuch 
Caſes: That whenever any Expreſſion of Scrip- 
ture, taken in an abſolute Senſe, claſhes with any 
other Part of. Scripture; is impious, impoſſible, 
or irrational; it is to be explained in a compara- 
tive Senſe, and with ſuch Reſerve and Limitation, 
as the Nature of the Thing requires. 

Tus in the 26th Verſe of this Chapter, our 
Saviour ſays, If any Man come to me, and bats not 
bis Father. and Mother, and Wife and Children, and 
Brethren and Siſters, yea and his own Life alſa, be 
cannot be my Diſciple. Now, It is plain,” ſays 


* 2 Tim, iv. 13. Þ+ Lale xiv. 33. 
I 2 Grotius, 
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Grotius, * that this Expreſſion cannot be under- 
«© ſtood in a proper or abſolute Senſe; for to hate 
„ our Parents, is impious; to hate ourſelves, 
« impoſſible, Eph. v. 29. The moſt natural and 
« eaſy Interpretation of this Expreſſion, is to 
e underſtand here by the Word (Hate), only 
« comparatively to love leſs than God.” And 
therefore, ſays Dr. F/bitby, ** What is HERE, And 
&« bateth not Father and Mother, is, Matt. x. 37. 
e And loveth Father and Motber more than me; for 
< what we love leſs, we are comparatively ſaid to 
< hate; as in the Caſe of God and Mammon, Matt. 
« vi. 24. So.:uwd47o Ate, LEARH was bated, Gen. 
c XXix. 31, 33. Now Leab ſurely was not hated 
« by good Jacob, but loved leſs than Rachel &.“ 

So that the true Meaning of the Words before 
us is, That we ſhould have ſo little Regard or 
Eſtimation for the things of this Life, as to love 
Chriſt much better than them ; and be always 
ready and prepared to renounce our neareft and 
deareſt Intereſts, when incompatible with the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, and the Duty we owe to 
our great Creator and Redeemer. 

SEVERAL other Texts, to the ſame Purpoſe, 
do theſe auſtere Religioniſts object to the Doctrines 
above-mention'd. But as they are all of the ſame 
Kind, and reducible to the ſame Rule with that 
we have been juſt now explaining, I ſhall not think 
ir worth my while formally and profeſſedly to 
refute them. | 

AnD as it is thus lawful and convenient too, 
moderately to enjoy the good things of this Life, 
and to indulge ſomething to Amuſement and 
Recreation; it is equally innocent, and conſiſtent 
with the Law both of Nature and Chriſtianity, 
that Men ſhould have a reſpective Right, Title, 


e'V id. Whit. and Poli Synopf. in loc. 


ad 
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and Property, in the Goods that they poſſeſs, in 
Contradiction to that fantaſtical Aphoriſm of the 
Anabaptiſts, adopted by theſe Zealots, That every 
thing ought to be in common among Chriſtians. | 

Wu fatal Effects the unhappy Propagation 
of this Doctrine has, of late, produced among 
you, you need no Monitor to put you in Remem- 
brance. Mutinies, Riots, Robberies, and Diſor- 
ders of every Kind, are the natural Conſequences 
of a Levelling Scheme, and a Community of Goods : 
And when Men have once ruined and reduced 
themſelves to Beggary, it is very eaſy to imagine, 
they will ſoon fall upon the Opulence of their 
Neighbour, when they think they have the ſame 
Right to it, and as juſtifiable a Property as he. 
It cannot yet be forgotten, what a furious and 
uncharitable Spirit has of late gone out amongſt 
you, and threatened Deſolation and Ruin to every 
thing in its Way. But this I muſt ſay, becauſe I 
ſincerely believe it, that had it not been for theſe 
falſe Teachers and Impoſtors, that are ſo watchful 
and in ſidious to deceive you, and lead you on 
blindly and ſecure to your Deſtruction, every. 
thing on your Part, had been, at this Day, eaſy 
and quiet; and every Man had enjoyed the Fruit 
of his Labour and Induſtry, in all Safety and 
Peace, without Danger, and without Fear. That 
deluſive Doctrine beforemention'd, That no Buji- 
neſs but Devotion ought to employ Chriſtians in this: 
World, had no ſooner introduced Indigence and 
Beggary among you, in every Shape and Variety 
of Diſtreſs, but this, That Chriſtians ought to enjoy- 
every thing in common, was immediately call'd in, 
as a Remedy to ſalve the Evils attendant on the 
other, and to preſerve from ſtarving, thoſe 
wretched Families, whoſe devout Imprudence had 
render'd them deſtitute of Cloathing and Bread. 
Where then ſhould we fix the original _ 

| 0 eſe 
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theſe Commotions and Diſturbances, but on this 
pernicious Doctrine of thoſe villainous Emiſſaries 
of Sedition, and Diſturbers of Society? And what 
Puniſhment ought to be inflicted on ſuch furious 
Deſperadoes, Incendiaries, and inveterate Enemies 
of their Country, let them conſider, whoſe Buſineſs 
it is to watch over and preſerve the good Order 
and Peace of Government, and to execute Juſtice 
upon all ſuch notorious Delinquents, as endeavour 
to undermine the Foundation of our Conſtitution ; 
and, by dividing a Kingdom againſt itſelf, pleaſe 
themſelves with the cruel Hopes of ſeeing it 
quickly in Ruins. TOs | 
For my part, (tho* I think I have the moſt 
extenſive Charity for all Men) I cannot help ſu- 
ſpecting, that theſe unſeaſonable Devotees have 
ſomething further in View at this Time, than 
they are willing to own, or I am able to prove. 
I am ſorry to ſay it; but I imagine I ſee, behind 
the Curtain, the Hand that plays the Puppets, 
and gives them their borrow'd Voice and Action. 
I fanſy I behold the proud Tberian, impotent in 
Deed, and almighty in Gaſconade, vainly attempt- 
ing, by their means, to diſconcert that Harmony 
and Unanimity, which gives Strength to our Arms, 
and makes us more than a Match for thoſe Pilferers 
of Nations; and to raiſe Diſcontents and Diviſions 
among us, in order to preſerve their devoted 
Country from impending Ruin; and which no- 
thing can prevent, but the want of Union, and a 
good Underſtanding with one another. I think 
I diſcern ſomething of the Gallic Policy, and the 
horrid Councils of the Conclave, in theſe factious 
and ſeditious Doctrines, profeſſedly calculated for 
the Deſtruction of this Nation, the envied Rival 
of the one, and perpetual Scourge of the other. 
Bur theſe are Hints I would only juſt mention; 
becauſe Time will probably clear up, what at _ 
| ent 
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ſent is not abſolutely certain, and which therefore 
I ſhall not undertake to determine. What I have 
further to do, is only to ſhew the Falſity of this 
Doctrine, which has been attended with ſuch un- 
happy Conſequences, and which is ſo warmly and 
induſtriouſly inculcated among you. 
. Tm1s Doctrine, that all things ought to be in 
common among Chriſtians, is founded upon the two 
following Texts of Scripture. The Firſt is, As 
iv. ver. 44. And all that believed were together, and 
had all things common. The Second is, Ads iv. 
ver. 32. And the Multitude of them that believed, 
were of one Heart, and of one Soul; neither ſaid any 
of them, that aught of the things which he poſſeſſed, 
Was his own, but they had all things common. 

Now it 1s evident, from ſeveral other Places 
of Scripture, that theſe Words do not ſignify any 
legal Community of Goods, but only a charitable 
and voluntary Contribution among Chriſtians. 
Although in thoſe early Ages of the Church, the 
Charity of Chriſtians was carried to that Height, 
as that they imparted what they had to the Needy 
and Neceſſitous, in the ſame ample and diſinte- 
reſted manner, as if every thing had been com- 
mon; yet this was only the Effect of a generous 
and beneficent Diſpoſition, and not of any Law or 
Command, by which they were obliged to it. 
The Anſwer which St. Peter gave to Ananias, 
(when he with-held Part of the Price of his Land, 
which he had ſold, and which he had vowed to 
contribute to the common Stock) will put this 
Mutter beyond all manner of Doubt: Whiles it 
remained, ſays he, was 1! not thine own And after 
it was ſold, was it not in thine own Power * And 
that te Goipel was never intended to introduce a 
Community of Goods, will further appear, if we 


Acts v. 4. 


conſider 
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conſider the frequent Exhortations that are given; 
in all Parts of Scripture, to Charity and Alms- 
giving; Precepts the moſt abſurd and contradi- 
Rory imaginable, if no Man had any thing of his 
own to give. The ſeveral Rules which are given 
to the Rich, and to the Poor, to Maſters, and to 
Servants, clearly infer the Legality of the Diſtin- 
ction, without the leaſt Intimation for a Commu- 


| nication of Property and Condition. 
Ap indeed nothing can be more 1njurious to 


Society, or in itſelf unjuſt, than that the Idle, 
Luxurious, and Profuſe, ſhould be allow'd to ſhare 
in the Labours and Acquiſitions of the Induſtrious, 
Sober, and Frugal. This would be an Encourage- 
ment to the Dregs and Refuſe, and rotteneſt Parts 
of the Conſtitution ; and a Diſcouragement to its 
beſt and moſt valuable Members; to its main 
Pillars, and firmeſt Supports : This would ſap the 
Foundation of all Government, diſſolve all Ordet 
and Harmony in the World, and introduce a moſt 
diſmal Scene of Anarchy and Confuſion. 


I wouLD now preſume; that what has been 
ſaid under the foregoing Heads, is more than 
ſufficient to make good what was propoſed in this 
Diſcourſe ; and I might very well have been 
excuſed from giving you or myſelf any further 
Trouble upon this Occaſion, But, as I am unwil- 
ling, in an Affair of this Gonſequence, to leave 
any thing undone, which way conduce to your 
having right Notions and Apprehenſions of thoſe 
religious Furioſo's, who take ſuch Pains to amuſe 
and deceive you, I ſhall, in the remaining Part of 
this Treatiſe, make ſome general Reflections upon 
their ſingular and diſtinguiſhing Conduct; and 
which, I doubt not, will afford as ſufficient 
Evidence of Falſhood and Impoſture, as their 
Doctrines and Opinions before- mentioned. D 

* o 
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To proceed then: 
Ir Haughtineſs and Pride be contrary to the Ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity, and a turbulent, untractable 
Spirit, inconſiſtent with the Spirit of God, we 
have a freſh Mark of Impoſture before us, and a 
proper Caveat againſt thoſe ravening Wolves, that 
come to us in Sheeps Cloathing, I know, they talk 
mightily of their Humility, Meekneſs, and Po- 
verty in Spirit: But ſo did their Predeceſſors in 
Iniquity, the Phariſees, before them. Like theſe, 
under an outward Shew of affected Sanctity, they 
endeavour to conceal the moſt unbounded Arro- 
gancy and Preſumption. To what End is all their 
praying in the Corners of the Streets, in Fields, and 
ublic Places, but to be ſeen of Men, and to be 
Followed and admired by Crouds of Spectators? 
So our Saviour judged of the Phariſees; and by 
the ſame Signs, we may judge of others, If it be 
a ſtanding Rule of the Goſpel, That every one that 
exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed and be that hum- 
bleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted : What are we to think | 
of ſuch, as !ruſt in themſelves that they are righteous, 
and deſpiſe others ? The poor Publican, who durſt 
not look up to Heaven, but only ſmote upon his 
Breaſt, and ſaid, God be merciful unto me a Sinner, 
went down to his Houſe juſtified before God : 
Whilſt the arrogant Phariſee, who thanked Ged, 
that he was not as other Men are, Extortioners, Un- 
juſt, Adulterers, or even as that Publican, who faſted 
twice in the Week, and paid Tytbe of all that be poſ- 
ſeſſed*®, departed with the ſame Load of Guilt, 
with which he entered the Temple, immerſed in 
the bottomleſs Gulf of ſpiritual Pride and Obdu- 
racy. By the ſame Standard are theſe Pretenders 
to Righteouſneſs to be meaſured, who, with the 
moſt ſupercilious Airs of Contempt and Diſdain, 


Luke xvill. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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are daily pulling down and traducing others, that 
they may be exalted in their Stead, and riſe upon 
their Ruins: Who, whilſt they adopt ro them- 
ſelves the Reputation of being the chief Favourites 
of Heaven, the Confidents and Imparters of its 
Secrets, and the Diſpenſers of its Frowns and Fa- 
vours, will ſcarce allow to us the moſt diſtant, 
glimmering Hopes of Salvation ; but caſt us forth 
as devoted Reprobates, and Veſſels of Wrath fitted 
to Deſtruction. Certainly God hath not ſpoken by 
them, who are guilty of Crimes, which he hath 
expreſs'd ſo great an Abhorrence and Deteſtation 
| of, and will as ſurely puniſh with the moſt ſevere 
| Puniſhments, as he is omnipotent, juſt, and true. 
Nox is that fierce, cruel, and uncharitable 
Spirit of theirs, which devotes aud damns all that 
are not of their Communion, a leſs conſiderable 
Mark of Impoſture, than thoſe before-mention*d. 
The Religion of Chriſtians breathes nothing bur 
Meekneſs, Charity, Peace, univerſal Love, and 
Benignity of Mind ; is an Enemy to all worldly 
Party and Faction, all Hatred, Animoſity, Con- 
tentiouſneſs, and Deſire of Dominion over the 
Conſciences of others: The Religion of the Me- 
thodiſts inculcates Violence, Wrath, Uncharitable- 
neſs, Fierceneſs, Arbitrarineſs, and Affectation of 
Dominion; and teaches Men to hate, reproach, 
and ill- treat one another. Our Saviour earneſtly 
warns his Diſciples, Not to judge, that they be not 
judged ,, for with what Fudgment they judge, they 
ſhall be judged*. And his Apoſtle St. James gives 
us the ſame Doctrine: There is one Lawgiver, ſays 
he, who is able to ſave, and to deſtroy : Who art thou 
that judgeſt another + * St. Paul argues likewiſe to 
the Lane Purpoſe ; Who art thou that judgeſt another 
Man's Servant? To his own Maſter be ſtandetb or 


* Matt. vii. 1, 2, + Jam. iv. 12. 


falleth. 
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falleth*. And in another Place, Why doſt thou 
judge thy Brother ? Or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
thy Brother ? For we ſhall all fland before the Judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt Ff. But theſe furious Diſciples 
of Antichriſt condemn headlong to Deſtruction, 
all that differ from them in the leaſt Tittle of Do- 
ctrine or Practice; and call down Fire from Hea- 
ven, upon every trifling Occaſion, as auſtere in 
their Sentence, as implacable in the Execution. 

WHaT are we further to think of that lying 
and calumniating Spirit, which ſo remarkably diſtin- 
guiſhes theſe reverend Scavengers of Scandal, 
theſe filthy Peſts and Plagues of Mankind. I need 
not mention particular Inſtances; ſince I appeal to 
all who ever converſed with them, or heard their 
Harangues, if they have not conſtantly been en- 
deavouring to blacken and defame all ſuch as 
have oppoſed their Errors and Deluſions; and by 
all the moſt villainous Arts of Invective and De- 
traction, to render them odious and deteſtable to 
Society. | 

Bor can theſe be the Favourites of Heaven, 
who are thus unlike that God, who deſireth Truth 
in the inward Parts t; who bateth and abhorreth 
Lying &; and to whom lying Lips are an Abomina- 
tion; but they that deal truly, bis Delight||? Can 
theſe be endued with the Spirit of God, Vo have 
given their Mouths to Evil, and whoſe Tongues frame 
Deceit ; who fit and ſpeak againſt their Brethren, 
and ſlander their own Mother's Sons * who ſpeak 
Evil one of another r, and love all devouring Words? 
But theſe ſhall God deſtroy for ever, be ſhall take them 
away, and pluck them out of their Dwelling-place, and 
root them out of the Land of the Living tt. Fa 


Rom. x1v.4. + Rom. xiv. 10. + Pſal.11.6, 6 Pſal. cxix. 
163. Prov. x1. 22. ** Pſal. L. 19, 20. ff Jam. w. 11. 
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Bur thoſe in particular, againſt whom their 
fierceſt Batteries are erected, and their whole Ma- 
gazine of Scandal and Defamation exhauſted, are 
the Clergy of the eſtabliſned Church of England : 
Theſe they hate, vilify, and abuſe; and ſtick at 
no Wickedneſs whatſoever, to render them con- 
temptible, diſeſteemed, and evil-thought of. 
„Beware, (ſaid one of them, in the Midſt of a 
% numerous Croud of Field-auditors) beware of 
© the Miniſters of the preſent Age: For all the 
«« Miniſters now-a-days preach falſe Doctrine, to 
„ tickle your carnal Ears, that they may fill their 
5 Cotters with Money, and preach your Souls, 
your precious Souls, to the Devil.” The ſame 
charitable Perſon declared afterwards to a Clergy- 
man, from whom I had this Account, * Thar 
«© the Generality of the Clergy were the greateſt 
„Villains upon Earth, and would be the lat Men 
<< that would enter into the Kingdom of God.” 
For my part, I am not the leaſt ſurpriſed at 
this Conduct, barbarous and inhuman as it is. It 
has been the conſtant Practice, in all Ages of 
Chriſtianity, for Heretics, Impoſtors, Infidels, 
and profane Perſons, to look upon the Order of 
the Clergy with a malignant Eye, as being their 
greateſt Enemies and Oppoſers, an impregnable 
Bulwark and Defence of true Religion and Virtue. 
Whilſt theſe are had in Honour and Eſteem, and 
a due Regard 1s paid to their Perſons and Cha- 
rafters, thoſe almoſt deſpair of making any Im- 
preſſions upon the ſober Part of Mankind, or of 
propagating their falſe and impious Opinions to 
any Purpoſe. Whilſt the Learning, Abilities, 
Piety, and truly paſtoral Care of the Clergy, 
have their proper Weight and Value _— 
Chriſtians, the genuine Religion of the Goſpe 
will neceſſarily flouriſh ; nor can all the furious 


Efforts of our moſt inveterate Enemies art all 
| ſhake 
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make or diſconcert it. For this Reaſon it 1 
that all their Pains and Policy have ever been em 
ployed to get theſe Barriers removed; to leſſen 
their Authority by any Means ; to ſtop at no 
Villainy, however flagrant, to weaken and diſarm 
thoſe faichful Shepherds, by whoſe honeſt Labour 
and Vigilance the Fold is preſerved in Peace and 
Security, to the utter Confuſion of thoſe ravening 
Wolves that ſurround it. 

Tua there are ſome Individuals of the Clergy, 
who are a Diſcredit and Scandal to their Profeſſion, 
I am not ſo ſanguine as to deny. It has been over 
and over own'd and lamented. And I wiſh thoſe 
we are now concern'd with, would be as inge- 
nuous on their Side, and not pretend to greater 
Degrees of Sanctity and Perfection than really 
fall to their Share, or are commonly conſiſtent with 
the frail, imperfect Condition of human Nature. 
But this, I think, I may ſafely affirm, that there is 
not, in all Chriſtendom, a Body of Men, where 
Virtue and Piety, ſound Learning, and every 
Grace and Ornament of their Profeſſion, are 
more generally found, or more eminently conſpi- 
cuous, than among the eſtabliſhed Clergy of this 
Nation. And if it ſhall ſo happen, (as it always 
will, in great Numbers) that there are ſome of 
a different Character, here and there intermixt 
nothing can be more unjuſt, as well as abſurd, 
than to charge the Faults of theſe as a Crime upon 
the Whole. Deſperate indeed muſt that Cauſe 
be, which depends upon ſuch weak and wicked 
Means to ſupport it. | 
Nox are theſe teſty Renegadoes content with 
thus vilifying and abuſing the Clergy. The two 
glorious Nurſeries of Learning, the Univerſities 
of this Land, are the conſtant Objects of their 
bittereſt Spleen and Malice. Whilſt theſe inva- 
luable Monuments of the religious — 
POO” | | « 
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of our pious Forefathers remain and flouriſh, 
there is little Chance for Bigotry, Superſtition, 
or Infidelity, to make any Progreſs here. From 
theſe precious Fountains of found Literature, 
watering the moſt excellent Soil in the World, 
have theſe choice Plants been produced, whoſe 
exquilite Fruit has been long the Bleſſing and 
Support of pure and undefiled Chriſtianity : And 
while they continue to run clear and undiſturb'd, 
in the ſame uniform, unvaried Courſe ; we have 


à well-grounded Hope, that the Kingdom of 


Chriſt ſhall daily inlarge its Borders in the Earth, 
and the true Church, founded upon the Rock of 
the Goſpel, gradually increaſe in Strength and 
Extent, till the whole Earth ſhall be filled with the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Seas, 
Te6noRANCE is not only the Mother of Su- 
erſtition, but of Profaneneſs and Infidelity too. 
t is then no Wonder, that theſe awful Seminaries 
of ingenuous Literature, theſe ſacred Repoſitories 
of uſeful Knowledge, are ſo grievous to Men, 
whoſe Deſigns are to introduce Novelty, Corru- 


ption, and Nonſenſe, in the room of that rational, 


pure, and unchangeable Religion, which we are 
taught in the Scriptures, and which is incon- 
ſiſtent with their iniquitous Schemes and Syſtems 

of Impoſture. | 
IT has often been obſerv*d, as a conſiderable 
Argument of the Truth of Chriſtianity, that it 
was introduced into the World, at a Time 
when Learning and the Sciences were more com- 
monly cultivated, and in greater Perfection, 
than in any other Age of the known World; and 
for that Reaſon, its Evidence was more narrowly 
examin'd, and conſequently its Authority much 
better eſtabliſhed. But on the contrary, it has 
ever been the Practice of Impoſtors to chooſe a 
Time of Ignorance and Barbariſm, for the Pro- 
pagation 
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pagation of their Opinions; well knowing they 
cannot bear the Teſt of a learned Scrutiny, but 
are only calculated to impoſe upon the Simple, 
Illiterate, and Credulous. | | 

LET us look but a little abroad, and fee what 
the Jeſuits are now, and have been ſome Time 
doing, in thoſe Countries about us, where Popery 
is the Religion by Law eſtabliſhed, Theſe crafty, 

politic Eccleſiaſtics, by artfully engroſſing the 
Education of Youth into their own Hands, have 
reduced Learning within a very narrow Compaſs ; 
and with a moſt ſubtle Dexterity, have baniſhed 
every uſeful Study out of their reſpective Diſtricts, 
except what is confin'd within the Circle of their 
own faithful Friends and Adherents. By this 
means they have intirely prevented any Poſſibility 
of Inquiry into the Errors and Deluſions of 
Popery : They have got an Opportunity of making 
what Interpolations they pleaſe, in Hiſtory and 
Antiquity ; and. of impoſing upon the World the 
moſt groſs and glaring Forgeries, without the leaſt 
Fear of Diſcovery or Suſpicion. 
Ix is obſerv'd by the learned Dean Prideaux, 
«© Thar at the Time when Mahomet ſet up for a 
Prophet, there was not any one Man of Mecca 
* that could either write or read, excepting one 
© JW/arakab, a Kinſman of Cadigba's, who having 
_*Sfrſt rurn'd Jew, and afterwards Chriſtian, had 
<« learn'd to write Arabic in Hebrew Letters *. 
And the fame excellent Writer makes this one 
Mark of the Impoſture of Mabomet, that he took 


an Opportunity of promulging his Religion, in 


ſuch a Time of general Ignorance among the 
People, with whom he converſed. For who 


* (ſays he) are more fit to be impoſed on, than 


«© the Ignorant T? | 


'®. Life of Manoner, p. 29. + Letter to Duivrs, p. 203. 
FX: DT 1 
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In the ſame manner our modern Infidels have 
endeavour'd to propagate their horrid Syſtems, 
by ridiculing all Knowledge of the Languages 
and Antiquity, as ungenteel and pedantic ; by 
introducing into the World a falſe Notion of 
Politeneſs; and making a fine Education conſiſt 
in ſuch empty Accompliſhments, as leave little 
Inclination or Opportunity for Studies of a nobler 
and more inſtructive Kind. : 

For the ſame Reaſon our novel Religioniſts 
are perpetually venting their moſt inveterate Ma- 
lice againſt the two Univerſities of this Kingdom 
as they are perfectly ſatisfied, their fooliſh Opi- 
nions will never bear the Teſt of that Learning 
which flouriſhes there, and is from thence com- 
municated to every Corner of the Land. 

Bor, bleſſed be God! it has not yet been in 
_ the Power of the moſt artful and deſigning Men, 
to render thoſe noble Seminaries of ſacred Science, 
Tidiculous and contemptible, or ſuſpected of being 
uſeleſs or burdenſome to the State. They have 
ſtood the Teſt of the worſt of Times, undiſturb'd 
and flouriſhing in the Midſt of almoſt general Ca- 
lamities and Confuſions. When every thing elſe 
that was lovely and venerable, became a Prey to 
the Frenzy of rapacious Men, no ſacrilegious 
Hand was lifted up here ; but theſe awful Seats of 
Learning were ſuffer'd to ſtand ſecure and unmo- 
leſted, their Properties ſafe, and their Privileges 
_ unviolated. And we may piouſly hope, that what 
has hitherto been ſo remarkably protected by the 
Divine Providence, will, by the ſame merciful 
Interpoſition, continue on, and proſper for ever, 
in Spite of all the Rage, Madneſs, and Ferocity 
of Diſappointment and Deſpair. And I am ſure, 
it is as well the Intereſt as Duty of all good 
Chriſtians to contribute every thing in their 
Power, to ſupport the Honour, Credit, and 

Proſperity 
< 
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Proſperity of thoſe venerable Societies, which are 
the Glory of the Reformation, the Bulwark of 
Chriſtianity, the Bane and Scourge of Profaneneſs 
and Infidelity, of Hereſy and Schiſm, of Whim- 
fies and Innovations in Religion. 

In the next Place, I would beg Leave to ask, 
Whether thoſe Men may not juſtly be reputed 
Extortioners, who make it a Term of Communion 
with them, To be entertaind at an Expence often 
incompatible with the Circumſtances of thoſe, upon 
whoſe Hoſpitality they pretend a Right to ſubſiſt? Is 
not this the very Crime charged upon the Scribes 
and Phariſees, when they are faid to devour Vidous 
Houſes, and for a Pretence to make long Prayers * ? 
Are not [thoſe People to be eſteem'd Luxurious, 
who are continually going about from Feaſt to 
Fealt, and fare ſumpiuouſly every Day? And are 
Extortion and Luxury the genuine Marks of an 
immediate Meſſenger of Heaven, or of an infer- 
nal Emiſſary of Satan? How far the Method 
Teachers among you are concern'd in mis Impu- 
tation, I leave to themſelves to conſider, and you 
to judge. 
 InsinceriTyY, Diſhoneſty, and Want of Re- 
gard to Truth, as they are inconſiſtent with the 
Spirit of God, are certain, infallible Signs of De- 
ceit and Impoſture. But of theſe the Methodiſt 
Teachers have been eminently and notoriouſly 
_ guilty. Are not they ready upon all Occaſions 
to communicate with the eſtabliſn'd Church, and 
by that means acknowledge her Authority over 
them? But do they not, in Defiince of the ſame 
Authority, hold ſeparate Meetings of their own, 
unauthorized by any Law, either Eceleſiaſtical or 
Civil? Nothing is more common with them, than 


Matt. xxinn. 14. 


L to 
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to preach up novel and falſe Doctrines; and when 
calPd upon to defend them, deny that they ever 
preach'd them. If they are charged with any Fact, 
which it is not ſafe for them openly to avow, nor 
conſiſtent with their Principles abſolutely to deny; 
there is no Evaſion, Falſhood, or Chicanery what- 
ſoever, which they will not make uſe of in their 
Vindication. 

I nave juſt now before me a Letter of Mr. 
Ingbam's“, in Anſwer to a Charge of his being the 
Author of the late Riots among you, either immedi- 
ately, or in Conſequence of his preaching up the 
Doctrine of 4 Community of Goods; as alſo of his 
declaring the Church of England to be the Scarlet 
Whore, propheſied of in the Revelations ; and that 
there will be no true Chriſtianity, as long as that 
Church ſubſifts. 

I MusT declare, that in the whole Courſe of 
my Life, I never met with ſo much downright 
Falſhood, ſuch trifling Evaſions, and Matter ſo 
foreign to the Purpoſe, before. 

To prove that he was not directly the Cauſe of 
the Riot at Dewsbury, he ſays, He was abſent 
& from Dewsbury Pariſh, at the Time when it 
% happen'd, and ſeveral Days after.” That Mr. 
Ingham was abſent from Dewsbury about the Time 
of the Riot, I very well know : But then I know 
as well, that he was within four Miles all the 
Time, and had a conſtant Communication with 
ſeveral of the Inhabitants, by Means of his noc- 
turnal Aſſemblies. He had raſhly given out, 
ſome little Time before the Riot happen*d, Tat 
in a few Hours Warning, he could bave ten thouſand 
Men ready upon any Emergency. In a Day or two 
after, he retired to a Friend's Houſe, at the 


* Weekly Miſcellany, Jun. 21, 1740. 
Diſtance 
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Diſtance I ſpeak of; as if in order to avoid 
Suſpicion, and yet that he might be near enough 
to act, as Occaſion ſhould require. This Conduct 
of his was at that Time ſo much taken Notice of 
and ſuſpected, that the Magiſtrates were almoſt 
determin'd to apprehend him, as a Diſturber and 
Incendiary, and I believe were only deterr*d from 
it, in Conſideration of what might happen from 
the Fierceneſs and Fury of his Adherents. 

WHaT he ſays, << Of only three of his Society 
„ being concern'd in it,” is, upon my own Know- 
ledge, abſolutely falſe: And was it requiſite, I 
could name ſeveral of his great Favourites and 
Abettors, who had no ſmall Share in theſe Diſturb- 
ances. I myſelf heard two of his principal Aſſo- 
ciates, three Days before the Affair happen'd, in- 
ſinuate, that ſuch a thing was ſhortly to be expected, 
and that the People might be juſtify*d in what they 
did. Whence we may reaſonably preſume, that 
this horrid Villainy could no-where be hatch'd but 
in theſe infernal Aſſemblies: As it is not even 
ſuſpected to have been contrived any-where elſe; 
and we have ſomething more than Probability of 
its being contrived here. 805 
Bur further, Mr. Ingham poſitively denies, that 
he has ever preach'd up a Community of Goods; and 
appeals to a Charity Sermon he once preach'd at 
Leeds, for his Vindication. What the Doctrine 
contain'd in the Sermon he mentions is, as I do 
not pretend to know, ſo I cannot apprehend it to 
be any thing to the Purpoſe. He offers to pro- 
duce it, and aſſerts it is not alter'd. But he has 
often aſſerted things contrary to the Truth; there- 
fore he muſt not expe& his bare Word ſhould 
obtain any Credit in this Caſe 3 and other Evi- 
dence he cannot poſſibly produce. But ſuppoſe 
this Sermon ſhould nat really contain any ſuch 
L 2 Doctrine 
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Doctrine as is charged upon him; does it from 
hence follow, that he never preach'd ſuch Doc- 
trine? In ſhort, good Reaſoning is not the Talent 
of theſe Gentlemen: Their Logic is as new and 
uncommon as their Tenets, and both equaily falſe 


and pernicious. As to the Truth of the matter of 


Fact; I can prove by the inconteſtable Evidence 
of great Numbers, both of his conſtant and acci- 
denial Hearers, that a Community of Goods is a 
con mon Topic of Diſco rte w th him, in his Ser- 
mons, in his Expoſitions, and in his private Con- 
veriation allo. I know, and can make it appear, 
that he has endeavour'd to per'uade ſeveral of his 
Followers to ſel] their Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, as 
the $i: ſt Chriſtians did, for the Kelief of their poor 
B:iethren ; and chat he has declared over and over, 
That prrvat?» Property was imconfiftent with.Chriſti- 
arty, and tht as long as any one had any thing of 
bis own. he couid not enter into tbe Ringdom of Hea- 
den. This I in''ſt upon as certain and notorious 
Fact, and ain extremely ſurpriſed, that Mr. Ingham 
ſhould have the Afurance to deny it. 

Nor am I lels iurprifed at his conſummate 
Weakneſs, and Want of Underſtanding, when he 
asks, Suppoſing I had preach'd up a Commu- 
44 nity of Goods — would it 'thence follow, that 


„People have a Liberty to plunder, that they 


“ may take away their Neighbour's Goods by 
4 Force?“ I muſt own, my Reaſon tells me, 
that if every thing ought to be in common among 
Men, there can be no ſuch thing as private Pro- 
perty, and conſequentiy every Man has an abſolute 
Right to what he wants, whereſoever he finds it, 


| $ithout being in the leaſt liable to the e r 


of a Plunderer or Robber. 
As to the other Charge upon Mr. Ig lan, in 
* to what he ſaid of the Church, of England, 
nothing, 
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nothing can be more filly or evaſive, than what 
he ſays in his Defence, How far this heavy Charge 
is true or falſe, I frankly own, I know not, nei- 
ther the Perſon from whom it comes. Mr. 
Ingham's den; ing it, makes it not at all the leſs 
credible wich me. And indeed I am apt to think, 
that had it not been true, Mr. Ingbam would im- 
mediately have called upon the Gentleman who 
publiſhed it, ro make himſelf known, and produce | 
ſufficient Evidence for the Support of a Fact of 
ſuch Conſequence. Inſtead of this, he contents 
himlelf with a few poor Evaſions, the weak, un- 
manly Subterfuges of Guilt. A F ollower of Mr, 
Ingham is ſaid to have asked him, What Dit- 
& ference there was between the Church of Eng; 

&« land, and his Way of Worſhip? To which = 
6c Ingham reply'd, The Church of England is the 
& Scarlet Whore, propheſied of in the Revelations; 
„ and there will be no Chriſtianity, as long as 
« that Church ſubſiſts.” To this Mr. Ingham 
anſwers, ** Suppoſing any Gentleman ſhould 
4 have ask'd me ſuch a Queſtion, which I do not 
„ remember; do theſe Words look like a perti- 
nent Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion?” I would 
here beg Leave to ask Mr. Ingbam, Who told him, 
that the World expected nothing from him, but 
what was truly pertinent, and to the Purpoſe? 
But for once I muſt tell him, that in my Opinion, 
nothing could be a more pertinent Anſwer to the 
Queſtion asked, than to give a particular Deſcri- 
ption of the two diſtinct Ways of Worſhip under 
Conſideration, This before us is that of the 
Church of England; and no Doubt Mr. Ingham 
gave at the ſame Time a Deſcription of his own 
which is not mention'd here, becauſe not material 
to the Gentleman? s Purpoſe, who gives us this 
Account. 05 1 | 
Bur 
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Bur Mr. Ingham ſays further, „I never pre- 
c tended to ſet up a new Way of Worſhip.” If 
this be Fact, let us never truſt any of our Senſes 
more : For the Future, you muſt not believe what 
your Eyes have ſeen, nor your Ears heard; but 
imagine all a Fairy Scene of Inchantment and 
Deception. Never certainly was Falſhood aſſerted 
in ſo barefaced and impudent a manner before. 

H = ſays again, I ſtill live in the Communion 
4 of the Church of England. My Neighbours 
<< can teſtify, that I go to Church conſtantly, and 
< receive the Sacrament.” I ſhall not pretend to 
contradict this Fact: But as Mr. Ingbam appeals 
to the Teſtimony of his Neighbours for the Truth 
of it, I am inclin'd for once to believe him. But 
what Uſe he can make of it in this Queſtion, I 
am at a Loſs to know. It will indeed from hence 
follow, that Inſincerity and Hypocriſy are his 
complexional Vices; but not that he can be a 
Member of that Church, to whoſe Authority he 
refuſes to ſubmit, and whoſe Ordinances he openly 
violates and defies. | 

As to his Aſſertion, ͥ „ That he never did nor 
2 could ſay theſe Words, that they are contrary 

ti to his ſettled Judgment,” and the like, I ſhall 
give no other Anſwer but this, That till Mr. 
Ingham ſhall be able to bring ſome better Proof of 
his Veracity and Honour, than he has hitherts 
done; whatever high Opinion he may entertain of 
himſelf, he muſt excuſe ſuch as have not ſo large 
a Portion of Faith, as to give intire Credit to 
every thing he ſays, without any other Evidence 
than his bare Affirmation; of which Number I 
ingenuouſly acknowledge myſelf to be. 

In the next Place, — me Leave to obſerve, 
That it is a had Sign of a Man's being a Chriſtian, 
much more of his having ſingular Degrees of 

7 | Righteouineſs, 
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Righteouſneſs, to adviſe People againſt teachin 
their Children the Lord's Prayer, which is ſo 
ſtrictly injoin'd by our Saviour, as a Form for all 
his Diſciples to uſe. But this I know the Metbodiſt 
Teachers among you have done, and ſtill continue 
to do. I ſuppoſe the next thing will be, to adviſe 
them not to ſuffer their Children to read the Holy 
Scriptures, leſt they ſhould become wiſe unto Salua- 
tion, and ſo not be fit Tools for the Execution of 
their wicked and deteſtable Schemes. 

WrarT can we think of their nodturnal Aſem- 
blies, which, after their Field Matters are over, 
are held with the moſt profound Privacy, and into 
which none are permitted to enter, but ſuch as are 
initiated into their Myſteries, and have received 
the Sign and Symbol of Admiſſion ? | 

I RETEND not to know what is tranſacted in 
thele Meetings: But I cannot help ſuſpecting, 
that Aſſociations of this Sort are ſeldom enter d 
into merely upon a religious Account, but gene- 
rally for contrary Ends and Purpoſes. When I 
reflect upon that monſtrous Society of Bacchanals 
in the Grove of Stimula, which in the 567th Year 
of Rome was ſuppreſs'd by Poſtumius Albinus *, I 
am apt to make ungrateful Compariſons, and to 
entertain ſome uneaſy Apprehenſions concerning 
the Fate of a Number of poor deluded Wretches, 
drawn probably into the ſame unavoidable De- 
ſtruction here, When I conſider the late Diſturb- 
ances which have made ſuch Havock about you, 
1t naturally occurs to my Imagination, that it was 
in thoſe infamous Cabals the barbarous Plan was 
form'd, and the whole Operation chalked out 
and concerted. When I recollect the numerous 


Inſtances of Faction, and Diſobedience to the 


Liv. Lib. XXI. 


Laus, 
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Laws, which theſe refractory People have all along 
given, I cannot doubt but ſomething is ſtill hatch- 
ing againſt the Peace and Welfare of the Public 
in theſe ſecret Conventicles, ſomething inconſiſt- 
ent with the Duties of Loyalty and Subjection to 
Government. 

Bur whether theſe Suſpicions of mine be well 
grounded or no, this however I am ſure of; that 
it behoves them that are in Authority to have a 
watchful Eye over Aſſociations of ſo extraordinary 
a Nature, and to inform themſelves, in Time, of 
what is tranſacting there, That Faith be not turn*d 
into Faftion, nor Religion into Rebellion, and while 
it is yet in our Power to ſupport a tottering Con- 
ſtitution. 

Ir is ſurpriſing to the laſt Degree, that a Set 
of incorrigible Wretches ſhould be thus ſuffer'd to 
trample with Impunity on all Laws, Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil; to ſpread Doctrines ſubverſive both of 
Religion and the State; to form ſecret Aſſemblies 
and Cabals, in order to diſturb the Repoſe of 
Society, and throw every thing into Confuſion and 
Diſorder. We have been lull'd into a ſtrange Le- 
thargy of Indolence, to look with ſo unconcern'd 
an Indifference on our impending Ruin, without 
giving ourſelves the leaſt Trouble to prevent it. 
But the Time, I would hope, 1s coming, when 
thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is to preſerve the Peace 
and Quiet of the Community, will exert them- 
ſelves with a proper Zeal in its Defence, and not 
ſuffer, under the ſpecio:'s Mask of religious Li- 
berty, a moral Licentiouſneſs to enter, to the 


utter Deſtruction of all Religion and Govern» 
ment. 


No one in the World is a heartier Friend to 
Toleration, or would make more favourable 
Allowances to tender Conſciences, than myſelf: 


But 


2 
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But God forbid, that under the Notion of Tole- 
ration, we ſhould give Opportunity to Cheats and 
Impoſtors to ſow their Hemlock and Night-ſhade 
among us, to extirpate all Traces of true Reli- 
gion and Virtue, or to Traytors and Rebels to 
ſap the Foundation of our Civil Conſtitution, to 
deliver up our King and our Country to Ruin 


The CONCLUSION. 


I Have now finiſhed what I propoſed in this 
Undertaking : Which was to lay before you the 
true Nature of that new-fangled Religion, which, 
under the Name of Metbodiſin, is of late ſo indu- 
ſtriouſly propagated among you, and the parti- 
cular Views, Principles, and Practices of its 
reſpective Miniſters; in order that being con- 
vinced of the Folly, Impoſture, and evil Ten- 
dency of this extraordinary Way of Worſhip, 
ou may ſtand firm and unſhaken againſt the 
Wiles and Stratagems of theſe ſubtle Deceivers 
of Mankind, who, like the Phariſees of old, Com- 
paſs Sea and Land to make one Proſelyte; and whey 
be is made, they make him twofold more the Child of 
Hell than themſelves. If net De 
Ir I have but made it appear, (as I hope 1 
have) that theſe pretended Religioniſts are falſe 
Teachers and Impoſtors, and their Religion a 
Syſtem of Delufion, Abſurdity, and Implety, 
yourſelves will make the Inference, That they 
ought to be deſerted by all who have any Regard 
for the Honour of God, and the Intereſt of true 
Religion, who think themſelves obliged to wor- 
ſhip their Redeemer in the Way himſelf hath 
taught, without mixing their own ridiculous 
Whimſies with that rational and manly Devo- 
tion recommended in Scripture. 1 
| Te 
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To pretend you follow them out of mere 
Curioſity, will by no means mend the Matter. 
This is heaping up Teachers to yourſelves, having 


Itching Ears; which the Apoſtle calls, Not enduring 


found Doctrine, but turning away your Ears from the 
Truth *, And you are expreſsly commanded by 
the fame Apoſtle, To turn away from ſuch as have 
a Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Power thereof f. 
This is really partaking of other Mens Sins, by 
giving Countenance and Encouragement to their 


Corruptions, and Credit and Reputation to their 


Perſons, to the increaſing the Number of their 
Followers, and promoting the Succeſs of their 
Undertakings. Tis either attrontingGod Almighty, 
by worſhipping: him in a Way you believe not 
acceptable to him, or deceiving your Neighbours, 
by exhibiting an outward Shew of Devotion, when 


you are only gratifying an imprudent Curioſity. 


Whatever Mode or Inſtitution of Religion you 
profeſs, you ought to profeſs it in ſuch a manner, 
as if you believed it true ; and not to mix it with 
other Modes and Inſtitutions, as if you thought all 


equally true, and by Conſequence all falſe. It 


is certainly a great Sign that Religion has little 
Influence upon a Man, who is To-day a Methodrft, 
To-morrow a Churchman, who this Hour worſhips 
God in the Temple, To-morrow in the Fields, A 
Man truly and ſincerely religious, is always uni- 
form, and of a Piece ; and tho?, to ſhew his Cha- 
rity, he may, upon proper Occaſions, communi- 
cate with thoſe of another Communion, yet he 
never wantonly forſakes his own, or out of Caprice 
or Humour runs gadding after ſtrange Teachers, 
and makes his Religion ſubſervient to his Pleaſures. 


| 4 2 Tim, Iv. 3, 4. + 2 Iim. in. 5. 
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ME THOPD ISM Diſplay d. 83 
Lr me then conjure you to take eſpecial 
Care, that no ſuch indiſcreet Levity or Luke- 


warmneſs towards Religion appear in your future 


Behaviour : But if you have formerly, by this 

roſs Imprudence, given Occaſion to the Enemies of 
the Lord to blaſpheme, let a modeſt and decent Zeal 
for reclaiming others, retrieve your paſt Conduct; 
be ſure you let no Opportunity ſlip, to reinſtate 
Religion upon its antient Baſis, and to reconduct 
the poor, unhappy Sheep, that are gone aſtray, 


into their proper Fold, under the true Shepherd of | 


their Souls, 
As to the Part which I have acted in this Affair, 
I ſolemnly declare I have endeavour'd to the beſt 


of my Power, to repreſent things as they appear'd 


to me after the ſtricteſt Examination, without the 
leaſt Prejudice or Partiality whatſoever. How I 
have executed my Deſign, the Reader will judge. 


But this I can take upon me to ſay, that whatever 


be the Fate of theſe Pages, my Intention was up- 
right, and the Undertaking well meant. If I have 


been miſtaken in any thing I have here advanced, 


it is the Fault of my Judgment; my Heart is ſin- 
cere and free from Blame. But thus far how- 


ever I am ſure I am right, that the ſole Motive of 


my giving you this Trouble, was a ſincere diſin- 
tereſted Regard for your Happineſs and Welfare, 
without any private Views, Conſiderations, or 
Advantages whatſoever. 

As to any little Inaccuracies, Defects, or Over- 
ſights, which through Haſte, Inattention, or 
Avocation, may have eſcaped me, you will eaſily 
forgive them in one, whoſe only Aim has been 
Truth, and the real Intereſt of undefiled Religion, 
the Honour of God, and Service of Mankind. 
And if what I have now done with reſpect to you, 
ſhould have the good Fortune to anſwer the End 


1 
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ſhall be my Lot, will be of little Conſideration 
with me : bur I ſhall always eſteem it the greateſt 4 
"Happineſs of my Life, that I have once had it in 
my Power to be thus uſeful among you. Y 


' 


| Libreugh, Aug. 1 5. 
1740. 


